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Lire of the Rev. WiLLt1AM Jones, of Nayland, Author of 
“ the Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity,” “ the Figurative 
Language of Scripture,” “ Essay on the Church,” Se. &c. 


(Continued from p. 10.) 


Durinc his residence at Pluckley, which was upwards of | 
twelve years, he carried on his philosophical work with his 
usual ardour ; he taught his pupils learning by instruction, and 
virtue by example: and in his attention to the flock of which 
he was overseer, pursuing the plan he had adopted at Wadenho, 
he was a watchful shepherd; “ in the day the drought con- 
sumed him, and the frost by night, and sleep departed from 
his eyes.” 

But “ man continueth not in one stay.” The good Rector 
was induced to remove from Pluckley, and, accepting the per- 
petual Curacy of Nayland, in Suffolk, he went thither to reside 
with his family. Soon after he effected an exchange of Pluck- 
ley for Paston, in Northamptonshire, which he visited annually ; 
but he set up his staff at Nayland for the remainder of his days, 
not being “ led into temptation” ever to quit that post by any 
future offer of preferment, It being matter of surprise to 
many, that he, who “ laboured more abundantly than they all,” 
(which might be said without disparagement to any) should 
have been so miserably neglected, and that so much merit 
should meet with so little reward, a friend, who was no great 
misanthrope neither, nor out of humour with the world for any 
disappointments he had met with in it, used to smile at the con- 
ceit of any one being preferred for his merit, and said, if a 
man was preferred notwithstanding his merit, it was as much, 
all things considered, as could reasonably be expected. He 
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had a notion, that being guite in the right, stood more in a 
man’s way than being a good deal in the wrong: there are un- 
fashionable, unpalatable truths, which must be kept out of sight, 
or brought forward as little as possible—‘“ This is an hard say- 
ing, who can hear it?” “ From that time, many went back, 
and walked no more with him.” ‘Though, in regard to Mr. 
Jones, it must be aliowed, whatever part of his merit might 
“ keep him back from honour,” some of it had a share in the 
preferment he did obtain. To Archbishop Secker, who gave 
him the Living of Pluckley, he was first known only as the 
author of the Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity ; and from the 
present Archbishop of Canterbury, who always spake of him 
with the affection of a brother, he received most unequivocal 
proofs of sincere friendship, independent of the sinecure Rec- 
tory of Hollingbourn, and very valuable living of Lachington, 
given to Mr. Jones’s son, in the life-time of his father. 

The Physiological Disquisitions, before alluded to, having 
received their last revise, they were added to the public stock 
of philosophical knowledge in 1781. 

The figurative language of the Holy Scripture having been 
always his favourite study; after revolving the subject in his 
maind for many years, he drew up a course of Lectures, which 
were delivered at the parish Church of Nayland, in Suffolk, in 
the year 1786 ; and, that they might not be confined to a corner, 
but that “other cities also” might have the benefit of them, 
in the year following they were published for the edification of 
the Christian Church at large. The mode of interpretation 
here pursued, is what Christians knew and taught above a thou- 
sand years ago; yet, apprehensive that it might seem to be 
“‘ bringing many strange things to the ears of some people” in 
these days, he has been particularly careful to have the sanction 
of Scripture itself for every explanation he has adopted, that 
he might be able to say, “ thus it is written.” To complete his 
plan, he had a supplemental discourse in reserve, which, know- 
ing how “ unskilful some are in the word of righteousness, 
having need of milk, and not of strong meat,” he did not print 
‘till several years after, and then with a desire that it should fall 
into the hands of those only, who were prepared, by what they 
had already seen in the other Lectures, to give it due consider- 
ation. The reflection naturally suggested to the mind. on read- 

















Life of the Rev. Wm. Fones. vi 


ing this volume, is, that as the author was diligent in all “ other 
branches of learning, so he seemed restless in searching the 
scope and intention of God’s Spirit revealed to mankind in the 
Scriptures. For the understanding of which he seemed to be 
-assisted by the same Spirit with which they were written ; he 
that regardeth truth in the inward parts, making him to under- 
stand wisdom secretly.” 

Music was the delight of his soul, and he was a master of it. 
He understood both theory and practice. His Treatise on the 
Art of Music is reckoned to display a profound knowledge of 
the subject, and his compositions, a morning and evening Ca- 
thedral Service, ten Church Pieces for the Organ, with four 
Anthems in score for the use of the Church of Nayland, are 
greatly admired, as of the old school, in the true classical style.* 
His instruments were all tuned to the glory of God, “ to sing 
praises to his name, to tell of his loving kindness early in the 
morning, and of his truth in the night season.” And herein 
he was gratified at Nayland to the desire of his heart. The 
Church, which is an elegant Gothic building, wanted nothing, 
he thought, but an organ, to make it complete for worshipping 
God in the beauty of holiness. By the concurrent assistance 
of some good friends, who were ever ready to promote his lau- 
dable designs, it was accomplished ; he was indulged in his 
pious wish ; and in the holy services of the Church, he.“ re- 
jo.ced at the sound of the Organ.” In a sermon on the nature 
and excellence of music, preached at the opening of the new 
organ in 1787, he observes, ‘* When we consider the perform- 
ance of sacred music as a duty, much is to be learned from it. 
If music is a gift of God to us for our good, it ought to be 
used as such for the improvement of the understanding, and the 
advancement of devotion. All our Church music tends to keep 
up our acquaintance with the Psalms, those divine composi- 
tions, of which none can feel the sense, as music makes them 
feel it, without being edified. The sacred harp of David will 
still have the effect it once had upon Saul ; it will quiet the dis- 
orders of the mind, and drive away the enemies of our peace.” - 


* It is the opinion of many eminent persons, well qualified to decide on the 
subject, that in the whole history of English psalmody nothing has been pro- 
duced superior to Mr. Jones’s composition, in four parts, which he adapted to 
the second metre of the 23d Psalm, Syme version) and which, after the name of 
his favourite Saint, he called St. Stephen’s tune. 
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“ Suffer little children to come unto me (says the compas- 
sionate Saviour of mankind) and forbid them not.” After the 
example of his blessed Master, the Minister of Nayland was 
ever anxious to receive little children under his care, and “ train 
them up in the way wherein they should go.” He well knew 
how to adapt his instructions to the understanding of his young 
disciples, and took peculiar pleasure in the exercise of this 
branch of his pastoral office.—‘ Feed my lambs.”—He taught 
them privately at his own house, and publicly in the Church ; 
and his catechetical lectures, which were plain, and adapted to 
the capacities of the children, were admirably calculated for the 
edification of those of riper years. And whereas didactic dis- 
courses are for the most part dry and tedious, he had the suc- 
cessful art of engaging attention by making them animated and 
interesting. Having been long persuaded of the great import- 
ance of uniformity in worship agongst Christians, and having 
observed the many evil consequences of non-conformity, he 
was particularly careful to instruct his young pupils in the na- 
ture of the Church, and convince them betimes of the heinous- 
ness of the sin of schism. In the preface to his Essay on the 
Church, printed in 1787, and since admitted, on the motion of 
Bishop Horsely, (than whom no man could better estimate its 
merits and its usefulness) at a meeting of the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, into their list of books, he says, 
he was led to the subject by the accident of his being at that 
time the only Sunday schoolmaster in the place. A fortunate 
accident for the parish and the public, that gave rise to so ex- 
cellent a treatise! And though there is no reason that the Mi- 
nister of the parish should himself be the Sunday schoolmaster; 
it were to be wished that all such schools were under his inspec- 
tion and management. For as it pleases God, in the course of his 
dispensations, to bring good out of evil, so it is the province of 
the adversary of mankind to bring evil out of good, and there is 
much cause to apprehend, that without great circumspection 
on the part of our governors in church and state, the institu- 
tion of Sunday schools, considered at first with satisfaction as 
a step to national reformation, will be made subservient to the 
purposes of-schism and sedition—* and what was intended for 
our welfare be an occasion of falling.” In his little volume 
called the Book of Nature, this diligent “ instructor of babes” 
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teaches them in the most pleasing and convincing manner, in a 
new language, as it were, by things instead of words, to “ know 
the Scriptures, which are able to make them wise unto salva- 
tion, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus;” and in the 
Churchman’s Catechism, he prepares them to keep “ the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” by giving them just notions 
of the Christian Church, and instilling into their tender minds 


the necessity of continuing in its communion for the preserva- 


tion of that charity, which is the end of the commandment. A - 


doctrine, the more earnestly to be insisted on in these days of 
wild disorder and confusion, when schism is accounted no sin, 
and to “ hear the Church,” no duty. However spiritual some 
may think themselves, in separating from the Church, or in 
causing divisions in it, the Apostle declares they are carnal: 
“ For whereas there is among you envying and strife and divi- 
sions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For while one 
saith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not 
carnal?” And let it be remembered, that Satan is no less Sa- 
tan, when “ transformed into an Angel of light,” than when he 
appears in his own proper character. On the question being 
asked by one who had heard of the zeal and diligence of this 
good man, what “ profit he had of all his labour,” the Curate, 
his worthy successor at Nayland, who blest the day that first 
introduced him to the acquaintance of Mr. Jones, replied, 
“ much every way,” for besides knowing that “ his labour was 
not in vain in the Lord,” he had the comfort to find, it was not 
in vain among his parishioners, the good effects of his ministry 
being visible in their lives and conversations. At his first com- 
ing among them, the communicants were few, which was mat- 
ter of griefto him ; but by exerting himself, both in the pulpit 
and out of it, ‘‘ by precept upon precept, line upon line, here 
a little and there a little,” he gradually affected a reformation, 
and the sacrament was afterwards well attended.—-Happy shep- 
herd, who can say, at the head of his flock, in the great day of 
account, Behold I and the sheep whom thou hast given me, 
and not one of them is lost through my neglect! 

By the advice of his learned and judicious friend Bishop 
Horne, then become his Diocesan, to whose opinion he always 
paid the greatest deference, he put forth, in the year 1790, two 
volumes of Sermons on Moral and Religious Subjects, in which 
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were included some capital discourses on natural history, deli- 
vered on Mr. Fairchild’s foundation (the Royal Society ap- 
pointing the Preacher) at the Church of St. Leonard, Shore- 
ditch, several successive years, on Tuesday in Whitsun week. 

In the discourse on the Religious Use of Botanical Philoso- 
phy, though he does not with Solomon speak of trees from the 
cedar that is in Lebanon, to the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall, he discovers a thorough knowledge of the subject, and, 
by “ seasoning the contemplation of nature with a mixture of 
devotion, the highest faculty of the human mind, he improves 
and dignifies, and raises it to its proper object.”——‘* Because 
the waters run out of the sanctuary, the fruit of the trees shall 
be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.” 

In his considerations on the nature and economy of beasts 
and cattle, which is the second discourse, after showing with 
great ability, how the wisdom and power of the Creator are 
manifested in the qualities and properties of the different kinds 
of animals, as well as his goodness in rendering them in some 
natural way subservient to the benefit of man, he points out 
their intellectual use tn a variety of particulars, equally pleasing 
and edifying, in giving us ideas for the improvement of the 
mind and manners—‘“ Go to the ant—consider her ways and 
be wise.” 

The earth and its minerals, the third grand department of 
the natural world, are the matter of the next discourse. In 
this, as in the former ones, the author shows himself well ac- 
quainted with his subject. From a review of the terraqueous 
globe, and its contents, he observes, that the most evident 
proofs are every where to be seen of the power, the wisdom, 
and the goodness of God; and the truth of divine revelation is 
illustrated and confirmed. The present state of the earth in all 
parts of the world bears witness to the Mosaic history of the 
universal deluge ; and as the world, which hath been once de- 
-stroyed already by water, the Scripture tells us, is now under 
sentence to be destroyed by fire, so modern discoveries have 
taught us, that the elements, which are to melt with fervent heat, 
want no accidental matter to inflame them, since all things may 
be burnt up by that matter which now resides within them, and 
is only waiting the word from its Creator. The subject, he 
remarks, becomes more edifying by examining what use has 
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been made of some parts of it in the Scripture, which he ex- 
emplifies by several striking instances.—‘ Search the Scrip- 
tures”—“ there is gold, and the gold of the land is good.” 

In a subsequent lecture on the Natural Evidences of Chris- 
tianity, preached at the same place in the year 1787, and printed 
at the end of the volume on the figurative language of Scrip- 
ture, having mentioned that men eminently learned, and wor- 
thy of all commendation, have excelled in demonstrating the 
wisdom of God from the works of nature, but seem to have 
been deficient in having rarely turned their arguments to the 
particular advantage of the Christian revelation, by bringing 
the volume of nature in aid to the volume of Scripture, as the 
times now call upon us to do, he endeavours to supply that de- 
fect, and does it most effectually by adducing undeniable in- 
stances in all the leading doctrines of Christianity. Lord Ba- 
con, he says, hath wisely observed, “ that the works of God 
minister a singular help and preservative against unbelief and 
error, our Saviour having laid before us two books or volumes 
to study; first the Scriptures, revealing the wi/l of God, and 
then the creatures expressing his power, whereof the /atter 
is a hey unto the former.” He shows evidently, to the utter 
confusion of infidelity, that the doctrines of our faith are at- 
tested by the whole natural world. They are recorded in a lan- 
guage which hath never been confounded ; they are written in 
a text, which shall never be corrupted.” 

At the preaching of the first of these sermons, the audience 
was not large, but it increased annually, as the fame of the 
preacher “ was noised abroad,” whose manner was no less 
animated and engaging than the subject matter was profound 
and important, “ bringing out of his treasure things new and 
old ;” and at the last sermon the Church was full. Satisfaction 
was visible in every countenance while he was preaching, and 
disappointment when he shut the book, as “ sorrowing they 
were to hear no more.” 

This faithful Seer, lamenting the corruption of the times, and 
the prevalence of error, through the artifices and assiduity of 
sectaries, republicans, socinians, and infidels, had long medi- 
tated the establishment of a society for the Reformation of Prin- 
ciples, with a view to take such measures, in a literary way only, 
as should be most conducive to the preservation of our re/i- 
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gion, government, and Jaws, and, at last, in the year 1792, he 
flattered himself he had accomplished it. But, to whatever 
cause it was owing, whether to the humble situation of the first 
mover, great abilities, and “ an honest and good heart,” apart 
from outward appendages of a dignified station, not being suf- 
ficient to recommend the plan, or to the little zeal of those who 
should have promoted the good work, it did not meet with the 
countenance and protection that might have been expected, but 
soon fell to the ground. However, to his praise be it spoken, 
he did what he could. He wrote the prospectus, explaining 
the object of the society ; he gave Being to the British Critic; 
and he published, in two volumes, the Scholar Armed against 
the Errors of the Time. His Scholar Armed is a judicious, 
well-digested collection of invaluable tracts, intended for the 
information and assistance of young students, excellently adapt- 
ed to the purpose, and ought to be in the hands of every one. 

When levelling principles were spreading with so much 
rapidity, and to such an extent, as to threaten us with im- 
mediate destruction, this ever wakeful watchman was not 
backward to give warning of the danger, and use his endea- 
vours to counteract it. His ardent spirit would not suffer 
him to sit still. He thought it high time to * ask for the old 
paths,” the only paths in which we can walk safely, as experi- 
ence shows; and the Letter of Thomas Bull to his Brother Fohn, 
which was disseminated throughout the kingdom, came home 
to men’s bosoms and business, and was a word in season, fitly 
spoken, if there ever was one. It was admirably calculated 
to open the eyes of every honest Englishman, and it produced 
the desired effect. 

Pro ecclesia Det, pro ecclesia Dez, were the last words of 
Archbishop Whitgift. In life and in death, his chief care was 
for'God’s Church. So might it be said of this able defender of 
the household of faith. And his care Yor God’s Church made 
him anxious for the success of that pure and reformed part of 
it, the not established Episcopal Church in Scotland, in their 
application to Parliament for relief from the hard penalties 
under which they had long suffered. Through his acquaint- 
ance with one of the Bishops, with whom he had frequently 
corresponded, he was not an unconcerned spectator in the bu- 
siness.- Though too inconsiderable in station to be of any zmme- - 
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diate service, he rendered them mediately all the service in his 
power, and they had also his prayers—“ the effectual fervent 
praver of a righteous man availeth much.” Their cause was 
heard, and they were relieved. What is now to be lamented 
is, that the English Episcopally ordained Clergy, who have 
chapels at Scotland, do not at once acknowledge the spiri- 
tual authority of the Bishop of the Diocese in which they re- 
side. They must have very low imperfect notions of the 
Church of Christ, its nature and constitution, not to see that 
they are guilty of the sin of schism in not doing it, and their 
congregations must have been badly instructed not to know 
they are involved in the same guilt in attending their ministra- 
tions. As to any interference on the part of the English Bi- 
shops, it would be a brutum fulmen ; the English Clergy, when 
in Scotland, are out of their reach ; ‘they can do no more than 
Bishop Horne did, when he was applied to, which, no doubt, 
they all do; they can exhort the English Clergy to be in com- 
munion with the Scotch Bishops, assuring them it would be 
their own practice in similar circumstances, being persuaded 
nothing would be required of them but what was necessary to 
maintain the order and unity of a Christian Church. 

The love which this dutiful son of the Church, the Curate of 
Nayland, had for the mother that bare him manifested itself on 
every occasion ; her welfare was ever nearest his heart; and 
his fears for her safety were soon awakened. Not more than 
two months before his death, writing to a friend, in great alarm, 
he says—“ I have been much hurt by a private letter, assuring 
me, that the patrimony or settlement of the Church is about to 
be taken away by the government, and that the poor bride will 
be put on a separate maintenance, as divorced from her hus- 
band. If she should marry again, and take the world for her 
protector, I fear that will last a very little while, and she will 
ruin her character. What argument is there left for us? Now 
God has lost his title as King of kings, how shall we prove that 
he has property (in the world of his own making), and that the 
Church holds under him? If such a design is in hand, the Me- 
thodists have been long preparing the way for it, and the Mi- 
nister will have them all on his side. Is he also among the 
Methodists? Have any of the guardians of the Church been 
acquiring a religious character only to open a masked battery 
VoL. 7. 11 
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without suspicion? Will the Clergy be lulled to sleep with the 
prospect of peace, and leave the matter to the laity? We are 
either at a tremendous crisis, or it is all a sick man’s dream. 
Tell me which.”—Alas! it was not a sick man’sdream. De- 
signs were in hand, and designs are in hand, which, if accom- 
plislied, must end in the destruction of the Church. Many 
have evil will at Sion, who say with the children of Edom, in 
the day of Jerusalem, Down with it, down with it, even to the 
ground ; and she has foes of her own household ready, it is to 
be feared; to betray her for “ thirty pieces of silver.” 
. (To be continued. ) 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Original Correspondence betweem some of the most eminent 
Clergy of the Church of England, and the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Fohnson, first President of King’s (now Columbia) College. 
( The letters will be published in chronological order.) 


(Continued from p. 43.) 


[ As a necessary introduction to the following letter from Gov. 
Burnet to Dr. Fohnson, and Dr. Fohnson’s answer, we deem 
it proper to present our readers with an extract from Dr. 


Chandler’s Life of Dr. Fohnson.] 


. Ar this time Mr. Burnet, a son of the famous Bishop of 
Salisbury, was the Governor of New-York. He was a lover 
of books, and a considerable scholar ; and never was happier 
than when in the company of men who were able to converse 
on the various subjects of literature. With him Mr. Johnson, 
who frequently made visits to New-York, was a favourite; but 
this connection at length brought the latter into much perplexity 
of mind. The Governor, whose eccentrical genius was not to 
be confined within the vulgar limits of orthodoxy, had greedily 
imbibed, and made himself master of the principles of Dr. 
Clarke, relating to the Holy Trinity, and of Bishop Hoadly, 
relating to ecclesiastical authority ; and he was zealous and alert 
in his attempts to proselyte his friends to his own way of think- 
ing. He flattered himself with the expectation of succeeding 
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with Mr. Johnson in particular ; as he knew him to be no dog- 
matist, but inquisitive, and, from an impartial love of truth, 
willing to read and examine any thing that was offered him. 
Accordingly he assailed him with all his strength and dexterity, 
and furnished him with the best books that had been written by 
Clarke, Whitson, Hoadly, Jackson, Sykes, and others on that 
side of the question, both in the Trinitarian and Bangorian 
controversy. Mr. Johnson, who read these authors willingly, 
could not but admire them as writers, but was much shocked 
with observing their artifices and subtilties.. Yet had it not 
been for his habitual principle and resolution to act impartially, 
and to examine things with the greatest care and exactness on 
both sides, he would have been in no small danger (and indeed 
for some time he actually was in danger) of being borne down 
by the weight of their reasonings, or, at least, deluded by the 
plausible appearance of their arguments. 

** In order to do justice to the cause of truth, in these cases 
of no small importance, Mr. Johnson, having read the before- 
mentioned authors, with his usual impartiality set himself down 
to examine, with great care and exactness, what had been of- 
fered on the other side, in the Trinitarian controversy, by Bi- 
shop Bull, Bishop Pearson, Dr. Waterland, and others ; and 
in the Bangorian controversy, by Dr. Rogers, Bishop Sherlock, 
Bishop Hare, Bishop Potter, Dr. Snape, and Mr. Law. He 
was sensible that this examination required the prudent exer- 
tion of all his abilities, which he bestowed upon it very seri- 
ously and conscientiously. 

“ In the process of his inquiries under the first head, he was 
convinced, more than he ever had been, that the only way of 
coming at the truth, was to lay aside all preconceived schemes, 
and every hypothesis for accounting philosophically for the mo- 
dus of the Trinity, which is beyond the reach of our faculties ; 
and to have recourse to the Scriptures themselves in the origi- 
nal languages, in order to find what they really teach ; and then 
to consider the sublimer doctrines of revealed religiots; not as 
subjects of philosophical disquisition, but as truths or facts 
which the Scriptures assert. He therefore went on, in this 
manner, to inform himself whether the sacred writings do or 
do not, in fact, teach the doctrine of a co-essential Trinity in 
the one essence of the Deity ; and whether they do or do not 
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assert, that Christ and the Holy Ghost are God, in the same 
sense of the word as when it is applied to the Father. He then 
proceeded to inquire into the sense of the primitive Church, 
with regard to these points, reading the original writers that are 
still extant. Consulting the Fathers only as witnesses of the fact, 
he was anxious to discover, with certainty, not so much the 
opinion of individuals, as whether or not the doctrine of the 
Trinity, or of the proper divinity of Christ and the Holy Ghost, 
was generally taught and believed in the Church, for several 
ages immediately succeeding that of the Apostles. The result 
of this laborious examination was, a full conviction both of the 
truth and importance of the doctrine of the Trinity; in the 
firm belief of which he afterwards continued to the last, with- 
out wavering. 

** It was indeed no small instance of self-denial in a man of 
his turn of mind, to submit his understanding to the obedience 
of faith. He was desirous of seeing to the bottom of things, and, 
consequently, disposed to reduce the doctrines of revelation to 
the standard of his own reason. He was naturally disposed to 
invent hypotheses for explaining the manner of divine things, 
and the grounds on which they are thus represented to us in 
Scripture ; and to use the same liberty in speculating on the 
articles of faith as on the phenomena of nature. But at length, 
by a serious and close application of thought, he was convinced 
of the folly of thus speculating on subjects which are beyond 
the reach of our faculties. ‘Thus, for instance, it appeared to 
him, that it is as really beyond our abilities to conceive how 
the Unity Man can consist of Spirit, Soul, and Body, as how 
the Unity God can consist of Father, Son, and Spirit. And 
that God and man should be so united as to constitute one per- 
son, actuated by the divinity, was, in his opinion, as clearly 
intelligible, as that the spirit of a man should be so united to his 
body, as to move the whole or any part of it, by the bare act 
of volition. 

“ Upon the whole, he came to the following conclusions, 
which -were ever after his fixed principles: viz. * That we 
must be content chiefly, if not only, both in nature and revela- 
tion, with the knowledge of facts, together with their designs 
and connections, without speculating much further: and, that 


one great end of all God’s discoveries, both in nature and grace, 
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is to mortify our pride and self-sufficiency—to make us duly 
sensible of our entire dependency—and chiefly to engage us to 
live by faith and not by sight, and in the practice of every grace 
and virtue, in which our true perfection and happiness altoge- 
ther consist.’ 

“ His inquiry into the merits of the other controversy was not 
attended with any great labour or difficulty. He was soon able 
to satisfy himself that Christ and his Apostles did actually esta- 
blish a certain ferm and order of government in the Church, 
which, as to all its essential parts, was to continue ‘ to the end 
of the world ;’ and that it was not left to the discretion of any 
human authority to alter or reject it, as might best suit with 
worldly convenience.” 


——eD a 
Letter from Gov. Burnet to the Rev. Mr. Fohnson. 
Rev. Sir, New-York, Aug. 14, 1727. 


Ir is so rare a thing in this country to find one that reads 
books with care and impartiality, that you need no apology for 
borrowing, but you give me a pleasure in doing it. I hate to 
have them lie idle upon a shelf ; but when I lend them to such 
readers, I reckon they bring me in good interest. 

There is no need in reading a controversy to be of one side 
of the question ; it is rather better to be of neither; and, in 
points which are not capable of demonstration, perhaps those 
who never entirely determine, but still are in some suspense, 
act most rationally. 

Candour and temper are sufficient bonds of unity without 
sameness of opinion. | 

The thing that always hung most in my mind out of Dr. 
Clarke’s book was, that there was but three possible opinions 
upon the subject, and that whoever has any opinion fixed, has 
one of the three, and that all other opinions are mere self-de- 
lusion, and mere nothing, however plausibly disguised. 

As to the style and decency of writing which you commend 
in the Doctor, it is certainly very taking, and it is commonly 
the lot. of the most unpopular to write so, whereas those who 
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are backed by numbers are apt to swagger. I remember my 
father was called a Socinian, because, im one of his books, he 
commends the serious modest way of controversy. But this 
is no proof of people’s being right; and, accordingly, I remem- 
ber an able member of the House of Commons, speaking of a 
very rising young member, said, what a pity he had not been 
of the side of the minority, for then he would have had a com- 
plete finishing, but as he was on the winning side, it was a great 
chance but he would be spoiled. So much a better school is 
adversity than prosperity in every stage and profession of life. 
As to the three opinions, I take the fashionable one to be Sa- 
bellianism, as I have often found by conversation, of which 
Socinianism ought to be a consequence, though seldom drawn, 
and therefore not fairly chargeable ;—the most uncommon one 
Tritheism, which people are oftener driven to by dispute than 
that they choose it ;—and the most obvious one that of the in- 
equality, which would be more universal, if it did not seem to 
lead to Polytheism ; though not so much as Tritheism does. I 
send the books, and am, Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 
N. BURNET. 


——a 2 - ee 
Letter from the Rev. Mr. Fohnson to Gov. Burnet. 
May it please your Excellency, 


D R. CLARKe’s writings are so very agreeable and instructive 
that I cannot presently be disengaged from them, when I have 
once got them under my eye; however, I now at last return 
those of them which I had last, with my humble thanks for 
them and those kind lines which accompanied them from your 
Excellency, full of very wise and true observations. 

But as to the last of them, relating to the three opinions ; if Sa- 
bellianism, do indeed necessarily include and infer Socinianism ; 
and if, at the same time, the common orthodoxy were not really 
different from Sabellianism, provided there were but three pos- 
sible opinions on this subject, I should readily enough subscribe 
to that of the inequality: For I cannot conceive how a great 
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many texts of Scripture can be fairly accounted for upon the 
Socinian hypothesis ; and as for Tritheism, that is demonstrably 
and utterly inconsistent with reason as well as Scripture. But 
that of the inequality, though reasonable and intelligible enough, 
and very well accounting for most texts of Scripture relating 
to this subject ; yet there are some texts which I wish I could, 
but cannot, find reconcileable to it without too great a violence 
done to them, and too great a deviation from the most obvious 
sense and meaning of them. It seems to me, therefore, there 
must be a fourth hypothesis possible, though it may not be 
comprehensible or explicable ; and yet, so far as it is discovered 
to us, it is intelligible, and, because it is divinely revealed, must 
be credible. But I shall gladly embrace any further light on 
this subject. 

If your Excellency removes to Boston, as the people there 
will, no doubt, think themselves very happy, so I shall be very 
glad in particular that you remove no further from us, and that 
it will yet remain practicable for me to enjoy the advantages of 
that condescending goodness you have hitherto expressed to- 
wards me. And, therefore, if I may yet presume, I shall be 
very much obliged to your Excellency, if you will please to 
lend me any other good book, and particularly an Italian gram- 
mar, after the manner of Boyer for the French, for I have a 
curiosity to look into the nature of that language. I am, 

May it please your Excellency, 
Your most humble, &c. 


S. J. 
—> = ae 
Letter from the Rev. F. Berriman to the Rev. Mr. Fohnson. 
Dear Sir, Bow-Lane, Sept. 23, 1727. 


I Could not easily forgive myself if I neglected this oppor- 
tunity of writing by Mr. Miller, who says he shall see you 
soon after his arrival; his coming in person makes it perfectly 
needless to offer at sending any. news; and, though I have 
very little business to write about, yet I thought a line or two 
would be no way improper, if it was only to congratulate you 
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upon the occasion of his return, or to be otherwise a testimony 
of the great respect I bear you. 

Mr. Caner, upon your fecommendation, might command, 
but stood in no need of any service I could do him. 

There has been an answer to Bishop Chandler, the title, (I 
think) The Scheme of Literal Prophe¢y considered, in 2 vols. 
8vo. but it has been handed about, for the most part privately, 
and not put commonly into booksellers hands. But the most vi- 
rulent and blasphemous book that I ever saw has been published 
this year, with the following title, A Discourse on the Miracles 
of our Saviour, in view of the present Controversy between 
Infidels and Apostates, by T. Woolston, some time Fellow of 
Sidney College, in Cambridge. The author pretends a very 
familiar acquaintance with the ancient Fathers, but very grossly 
(and, I fear it is no breach of charity to say, very knavishly) 
misrepresents them. He bestows the modest appellation of 
apostates on those who understand the revelation of Christ’s 
miracles in a literal sense; would have them taken allegorically ; 
and has the insolence to lay this down as the second of his three 
general heads, into which he has divided his discourse, viz. 
that the literal history of many of the miracles of Jesus Christ, 
as recorded by the Evangelists, does imply absurdities, impro- 
babilities, and incredibilities ; consequently, they either in whole 
or in part were ‘never wrote as they are commonly believed 
now a days, and are only related as prophetical and parabolical 
narratives of what would be more mysteriously and more won- 
derfully done by him. And he threatens in another work to 
take to task (that is his phrase) the miracle of changing water 
into wine, (but he says he ts almost too grave to handle the letter 
of this story as he might)—that of feeding thousands with the 
loaves and fishes—that of curing the paralytick, (Mark ii. Luke 
v.)—that of curing the blind man, (John ix. )—the several stories 
(so he speaks) of Jesus’s raising of the dead—of cursing the 
fig-tree—the journey of the wise men of the east, &c. To sum 
up all in a word—he says fotidem verbis, that the Evangelical 
story of Christ’s resurrection literally, is such a complication 
of absurdities, mcoherences, and contradictions, that unless the 
Fathers help us to a better understanding of the Evatgelists 
than we have at present, We must of ne¢essity give up the belief 
of it. 
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One Chandler, a dissenting teacher and bookseller, has pub- 
lished a Discourse on Miracles—Dr. Rogers has published a 
book entitled, The Necessity of Divine Revelation, and the 
Truth of the Christian Revelation, asserted in eight Sermons, 
to which is prefixed a Preface, with some Remarks on the 
Scheme of Literal Prophecy, &c. Both these books are levelled 
at that author, but came out too early to take notice of Wool- 
ston’s book, and I do not hear that any notice has been yet 
taken of him or it. 

Bishop Patrick’s Commentaries from Genesis to Esther in- 
clusively, have been re-printed, in 2 vols. folio, price 2/. 10s. 

not half the price they were formerly sold at in quarto. 
I am im haste, 
Very heartily yours, 
J. BERRIMAN. 


——SD -)> Gee 
Letter from the Rev. Mr. Fohnson to the Rev. Dr. Berriman. 
Rev. AND DEAR SIR, 


I Have received your most kind letter by Mr. Miller, and 
take this opportunity to return-you my sincerest thanks for it, 
and am glad and thankful that Mr. Miller and Mr. Caner have 
met with so much kindness and success in their affairs, and I 
don’t doubt but their industry in their mission will bear. some 
proportion to the obligation laid upon them thereby ; and we 
are all much rejoiced at their return to us, for we stood in great 
need of their help, to stand together with us for the faith of the 
Gospel. 

I am particularly thankful for the intelligence you have given 
me about books, a subject I shall be always glad our corres- 
pondence may turn upon, for I want very much to know what 
passes among the learned world. But it is verily amazing to 
see to what a height infidelity is advancing, and with what im- 
pudence it discovers itself. I think, by your account, every 
year grows worse and worse, which makes me say with an old 
Father, O Deus, in que tempora reservasti nos! As for this 
Woolston, I have by me a vile pamphlet of his, called, A free 
Von. 7. 12 
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Gift to the Clergy ; but by what I see in it I take him to be 
a distracted man, and unworthy of any body’s notice, for he 
writes like one of the inhabitants of Bedlam. But I doubt, by’ 
your account, he is more knave than fool; and I hope, if he 
deseryes to be taken notice of, some of our great defenders of 
Christianity will give him his due. 

This country is barren of any news worthy of your notice in 
Europe, so that you can’t expect much from me. All that J 
can inform you is, according to good old Herbert’s prophesy-~ 
speaking of America, 

That as the Church shall thither westward fly, 
So sin shall dog and trace her instantly. 


I suspect, by what I hear, that the Latitudinarian, Arian, and 
infidel principles you complain of among you are coming in 
upon us like a flood, especially among the dissenters.—You will 
hear, I suppose, before this letter comes to your hands, that 
we had, the last of October, a very remarkable shock of an earth- 
quake, which reached through the length and breadth of this 
country, but did not much damage.—Dr. Cutler, I conclude, 
informs you of his controversy with their General Assembly 


about the College there, in which I hope he will succeed. * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * 


* * * 
Your affectionate and humble servant, 
Dec. 5, 1727. S. J. 


—— ED <)> quer 
Letter from the Rev. F. Berriman to Mr. Fohnson. 


Dear Sir, Feb. 17, 1728-9. 


j Received yours of October last, and shall live in expectation 
of seeing your Treatise on Predestination, of which I had be- 
fore a very good account from Dr. Cutler. Henly and Wool- 
ston are properly enough called by you impious wretches ; 
the former is a man of bad morals and no principle, and the 
professed design of his striking out of the way is to get money : 
his oratory is used more as a play-house (I mean by his buf- 
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foonery, and the views and behaviour of his audience) than an 
oratorv, and the papers tell us that he is shortly to open a new 
one in Lincoln-inn-fields. The latter, Woolston, is the wildest 
enthusiast, or the boldest blasphemer the world ever saw, and 
I am inclined to think he is a compound of both; he was ori- 
ginally of Sidney College, in Cambridge, but expelled thence 
for his enthusiasm and blasphemy ; he was long looked upon 
as a crackbrained fellow, but there appears too much of cun- 
ning and design for the utmost charity to think that his heart is 
free, and the fault only in his head. However, we expect little 
from the prosecution of these men—the forms of law are te- 
dious—and there are many loop-holes to creep out at—and how 
infamous soever these men may be, there are numbers of men 
of wealth and power, enemies to all religion, ready to counte- 
nance and encourage them. I know not whether you remem- 
ber Mr. Kinnersly, Minister of the little Minories, who was 
formerly unjustly prosecuted by the late Lord Sunderland ; but 
this man has been lately convicted of forgery (though I think, 
upon evidence that did not reach the point) and has stood twice 
in the pillory, in his ecclesiastical habit. The whole world cries 
out against him, and he is certainly one of the weakest and ~ 
most imprudent men I ever saw. I have been a long time wil- 
ling to believe him honest at the bottom ; but the stories re- 
ported of him are so many and so flagrant, that it staggers the 
most charitable opinion of his honesty. I heard his trial, and 
thought he gave the court and jury more advantages against 
him by the folly of his behaviour than any thing that was shown 
by the witnesses. I am inclined to think he was not conscious 
of the forgery ; if he was, he is the arrantest hypocrite in the’ 
world. The Chubb you inquire after is (as I have been in- 
formed) a glover in Salisbury, and, however he may have since 
improved, or by whomsoever his writings have been licked 
into some shape, by his first piece he wrote, The Supremacy of 
the Fathers asserted, (in which too I heard he had some of 
Whiston’s help) I looked upon him to be a chub-headed fellow, 
that had very gross and groveling notions of the divine nature. 

Mr. Woolston’s character is very variously reported, ac- 
cording to the variety of information, wishes and acquaintance. 
I know two gentlemen who derive their information from the 
fountain head, and yet are directly contrary to each other ; the 























88 Letter to the Rev. Dr. Fohnson. 


one is the son of a gentleman that belonged to a club with Mr. 
W——n, and he says that Mr, W n was looked upon as a 
Deist by the club, and that his discourses run in that way—but 
I think that there is less credit due to this than the other, who 
has discoursed with some of the intimate acquaintance of Mr. 
WwW n’s sons, if not with the sons themselves, and they say 
that Mr. W———n was formerly persuaded of the truth of re- 
vealed religion, and had left behind him several papers im de- 
fence of the Christian religion, designed as a second part to the 
Religion of Nature delineated, but the work, being imperfect, 
was not fit (as they said) to be published. 

Sir Isaac Newton’s opinion, in matters of religion, is thought 
to be very confused and unintelligible ; but I have met with no 
particular account as to the article of the Trinity. 

Dr. Denn, son-in-law to Bishop Bradford, preached Boyle’s 
lecture the two years past, and is continued for one or two 
yearsmore. Mr. Trebeck, Dr. Innys, and — Gritworth, have 
lately preached Lady Moyer’s lecture, and Dr. Trapp, I think, 
is to succeed, whose province, I hear, is to abridge the doc- 
trinal works of his predecessors. You must have heard before 
this that Dr. Baker, Bishop of Bangor, was translated to Nor- 
wich, and was succeeded in Bangor by Dr. Sherlock. Dr. 
Hare is made Bishop of St. Asaph. Dr. Bennet is dead, and 
succeeded by Dr. Rogers. Dr. Harris is to be Bishop of Lan- 
daff, &c. Yours, 














J. BERRIMAN. 
——— ap ae 


[ An account of Bishop Berkley, and of the object of his visit to 
America, during which period his correspondence with the 
Rev. Dr. Fohnson commenced, will be found in Dr. Chan- 
dler’s Life of Dr. Fohnson.] 


Leiter from Dr. Berkeley to the Rev. Mr. Fohnson, Stratford, 
Connecticut. 
Rev. Sir, 


Y OURS of Feb. 5th came not to my hands before yesterday ; 
and this afternoon being informed that a sloop is ready to sail 
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towards your town, I would not let slip the opportunity of re- 
turning you an answer, though wrote in a hurry. 

1. I have no objection against calling the ideas in the mind 
of God archetypes of ours. But I object against those arche- 
types by philosophers supposed to be real things, and to have 
an absolute rational existence distinct from their being per- 
ceived by any mind whatsoever, it being the opinion of all ma- 
terialists that an ideal existence in the divine mind ts one thing, 
and the real existence of material things another. 

2. As to space, I have no notion of any but that which is 
relative. I know some late philosophers have attributed exten- 
sion to God, particularly mathematicians ; one of whom, in a 
Treatise ae Spatio reali, pretends to find out fifteen of the in- 
communicable attributes of God in space. But it seems to me 
that, they being all negative, he might as well have found them 
in nothing. And that it would have been as justly inferred from 
space being impassive, increated, indivisible, &c. that it was 
nothing as that it was God. 

Sir Isaac Newton supposeth an absolute space different from 
relative and consequent thereto, absolute motion different from 
relative motion; and with all other mathematicians, he sup- 
poseth the infinite divisibility of the finite parts of this obsolete 
space ; he also supposeth material bodies to drift therein. Now, 
though I do acknowledge Sir Isaac to have been an extraordi- 
nary man, and most profound mathematician, yet I cannot 
agree with him in these particulars. I make no scruple to use 
the word space, as well as all other words in common use, 
but I do not mean thereby a distinct absolute being. For my 
meaning I refer you to what I have published. 

By the I suppose to be implied, that all things past and 
to come, are actually present to the mind of God, and that 
there is in him no change, variation, or succession. A suc- 
cession of ideas I take to constitute time, and not to be only 
the sensible measure thereof, as Mr. Locke and others think. 
But in these matters every man is to think for himself, and 
speak as he finds. One of my earliest inquiries was about 
time, which led me into several paradoxes that I did not think 
fit or necessary to publish, particularly into the notion that the 
resurrection follows next moment to death. We are confounded 
and perplexed about time. 1st. Supposing a succession in God. 
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2d. Conceiving that we have an abstract idea of time. 3d. Sup- 
posing that the time in one mind is to be measured by the suc~- 
cession of ideas in another. 4th. Not considering the true use 
and end of words, which as often terminate in the wili as the 
understanding, ‘* * 8% * **# *  *% # 
* * * * * * * * * * % 

3. That the soul of man is passive as well as active, I make 
no doubt. Abstract general ideas, was a notion that Mr. Locke 
held in common with the schoolmen, and I think all other phi- 
losophers: it runs through his whole book of human under- 
standing. He holds an abstract idea of existence, exclusive of 
perceiving and being perceived. I cannot find I have any such 
idea, and this is my reason against it. Descartes proceeds 
upon other principles. One square foot of snow is as white as 
one thousand yards ; one single perception is as truly a percep- 
tion as one hundred. Now, any degree of perception being 
sufficient to existence, it will not follow that we should say one 
existed more at one time than another, any more than we should 
say one thousand yards of snow are whiter than one yard. 
But after all, this comes to a verbal dispute. I think it might 
prevent a good deal of obscurity and dispute, to examine well 
what I have said about abstraction, and about the true use, 
sense, and significancy of words, in several parts of these 
things that I have published, though much remains to be said 
on that subject. 

You say you agree with me, that there is nothing within your 
mind but God and other spirits, with the attributes or proper- 
ties belonging to them, and the ideas contained inthem. This 
is a principle or main point from which, and from what I had 
laid down about abstract ideas, much may he deduced. But 
if in every inference we should not agree, so long as the main 
points are settled and well understood, I should be less solici- 
tous about particular conjectures. I could wish that all the 
things I have published on these philosophical subjects, were 
read in the order wherein I published them, once, to take the 
design and connection of them, and, a second time, with a criti- 
cal eye, adding your own thought and observation upon every 
part as you went along. I send you herewith ten bound books 
and one unbound. You will take yourself what you have not 
already. You will give the principles, the theory, the dialogue, 
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one of each, with my service to the gentleman who is fellow of 
New-Haven College, whose compliments you brought to me, 
What remains you will give as you please. 

If at any time your affairs should draw you into these parts, 
you shall be very welcome to pass as many days as you can 
spend at my house. Four or five days conversation would set 
several things in a fuller and clearer light than writing could do 
in as many months. In the mean time, I shall be glad to hear 
from you or your friends, whenever you please to favour 

Rev. Sir, 
Your very humble servant, 
GEORGE BERKELEY. 

Pray let me know whether they would admit the writings of 
Hooker and Chillingworth into the library of the College in 
New-Haven. 


—e @ ae 


Letter from Dr. Berkeley ta the Rev. Mr. Fohnson, Stratford, 
Connecticut. 


Rev. Sir, 


I AM now upon the point of setting out for Boston, in order 
to embark for England. But the hurry I am in could not ex- 
cuse my neglecting to acknowledge the favour of your letter. 
In answer to the obliging things in it, I can only say, I wish I 
might deserve them. My endeavours shall not be wanting, 
some way or other, to be useful, and I should be very glad to be 
so in particular to the College at New-Haven, and the more 
as you were once a member of it, and have still an influence 
there. Pray return my service to those gentlemen who sent 
their compliments by you. I have left a box of books with 
Mr. Kay, to be given away by you; the small English books, 
where they may be most serviceable among the people, the 
others as we agreed together. The Greek and Latin books 
I would have given to such lads as you think will make the 
best use of them, in the College or the school at New-Haven. 

I pray God to bless you, and your endeavours to promote 
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religion and learning in this uncultivated part of the world, and 
desire you to accept mine and my wife’s best wishes and ser- 
vices, being very truly, Rev. Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 
GEORGE BERKELEY. 
Rhode-Island, Sep. 7, 1731. 


—_—p (2 ae 


Letter from Bishop Gibson to the Rev. Mr. Fohnson, Stratford, 
. Connecticut. 


Goon Sir, Whitehall, Sep. 30, 1731. 


You desire my direction upon two heads, upon which the 
clergy there happen to differ in opinion; but you will consider, 
that no ordinary can direct any thing to be done that is contrary 
to the rules which the laws of church and state have established. 
In all laws, and the interpretation of them, allowance must be 
made for cases of evident necessity, and cases to which the law 
could not be designed by the legislators to extend; and if per- 
sons who are concerned in such laws do act accordingly, no 
judge will punish them, provided the liberty they take is not 
choice but necessity, and is not accompanied with scandal or 
contempt. But at the same time, no judge can direct them to 
act otherwise than the law prescribes; particularly no ordinary 
ean direet any alteration to be made in the offices of the Church, 
nor empower persons to officiate otherwise than as the Church 
has prescribed. This must be left to every man’s judgment, as 
founded upon the nature and necessity of things, and it is the 
part of the ordinary to consider, upon the circumstance of the 
case, whether the deviation deserves or does not deserve to be 
punished. i have never heard, that any master of a ship, in 
which there was no minister, was blamed for reading the Com- 
mon Prayer, and a good sermon, to the mariners, every Lord’s 
day. But the same person would be exceedingly to blame, and 
deserve the severest animadversions, if he should presume te 
administer sacraments, or preach his own compositions, or doe 
any act which properly belongs to the priestley office. 

You see, I industriously avoid the sending any thing that can 
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be called a general direction to the clergy ; and I think, no or- 
dinary, when he is compelled in such cases, can regularly go 
further than I have now gone, or speaking to the two points 
mentioned in your letter. 

I commend you and your labours to the blessing of God, 
and remain, Sir, 

Your assured friend and brother, 
EDM. LONDON. 
( To be continued. ) 








—_—— 
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Vindication of the Scotch Episcopal Church, in a Letter to the 
Editor of the Gentleman’s Magazine, from the Right Rev. 
George Gleig, L. L. D. one of the Bishops of said Church. 


[ Dr. Gletge published two volumes of sermons, and is one of the 
principal Editors of the Encyclopedia Britannica.] 


Mr. Ursan, Stirling, Fune 28. 


"TF wovdays ago my leamed.and-amiable friend, Bishop 'Sand- 
ford, sent to me, from Edinburgh, your Magazine for last 
April, pointing out in it an article, on which, for the sake of 
that Church to which his and my services are equally due, he 
expressed an earnest wish that I would make some remarks. 
The article is entitled, “ Titular Prelates—The Scotch and 
English Churches ;” and contains several wonderful things. 
* * * * * * * * * . * * 

But the observations, or, as the author himself calls them, 
speculations to which my friend more particularly requested 
my attention, are certain mistakes, which some men might be 
tempted to call deliberate falsehoods, into which your corres- 
pondent has fallen respecting myself and the Reformed Epis- 
copal Church in Scotland. At these mistakes and wonderful 
opinions Bishop Sandford expressed great surprise; but, as 
soon as [ had read to the end of the letter, and observed it to be 
my old friend L. L. the surprise that had begun to arise in my 
mind instantly vanished; acvardéyisoy youg eal “n wovngio. 

With respect to myself, Mr. L. L. informs the public that I 
VoL. 7. 13 
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am become a nominal Scotch Bishop; and thus far he is not 
mistaken, for I have become not only a nominal, but a real 
(however unworthy) Scotch Bishop, But when he proceeds 
to say that “ about the year 1787 I exhibited some half dozen 
letters in your Magazine, under the signature of a Preshbyter ; 
that not long afterwards I re-printed them in a pamphlet of 
considerable bulk, without any apparent motive, except that of 
asserting, in a furious appendix, that the right of James the 
Second to the throne of these realms was at least equal to that 
of his successor, and that by far the greater part of the im- 
pression was withdrawn from sale ;” he has fallen into several 
mistakes, and some of them of considerable importance. 

It was not about the year 1787, but in the year 1785, that 
this same Mr. L. L. whose memory is now 6&0 fallacious, ex- 
hibited in your Magazine a letter, in which he compares the 
consecration of Dr. Seabury, the first Bishop of Connecticut, 
to the knighthood of Don Quixote ; and the Scotch Bishops, 
by whom he was consecrated, to the tempter making an offer 
of the kingdoms of this world and the’glory of them, when he 
himself had no title to a single acre ; in which he calls loudly 
on the government to execute those penal laws which then hung 
with all their weight over the heads of the Scottish Bishops ; 
and in which he stigmatizes most modern Bishops with pos- 
sessing, in an eminent degree, the serpent’s wisdom, though 
not that species of it which is recommended in the Scriptures ! 
It was in the same year 1785, that, in defence of the Scotch 
Episcopacy, and the consecration of Dr. Seabury, I published 
in your Magazine an answer to Mr. L. L.’s attack. He re- 
plied ; and the controversy, in which the Scotch Episcopal 
Church was accused of disaffection to government, of forgery, 
of falsehood, and of all the crimes that have ever disgraced the 
most abandoned banditti ; in which the wi/y Sherlock, the Bi- 
shop of London, and the great convert Seckey, were mentioned 
in the most opprobrious terms for the noble stand which, in 
the House of Peers, they made to the penal laws of 1746 and 
1748, and for maintaining, on the principles of the primitive 
Church, in the same house, the rights—the purely spiritual 
rights of the Scotch Bishops, which no act of Parliament could 

ive, or take away—the controversy, I say, in which all this 
is to be found, was continued during the years 1785 and 1786 ; 
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with what success or fury on either side, those who think it 
worth while to inquire will easily learn by turning over your 
volumes for the years in which it was carried on. The whole 
correspondence amounting to six letters by L. L. and four by 
me, together of an additional letter of mine to a Clergyman, 
whose attention had been directed to the controversy by Dr. 
Berkeley, who knew the state of Episcopacy in Scotland, as well 
as the principles of the Scotch Episcopalians, better than any 
other man at that time in England, were re-printed, not by me, 
but by Dr. Horne, then Dean of Canterbury, and soon after- 
wards Bishop of Norwich. It was at his request that my letter 
to the private Clergyman was added—not for the absurd pur- 
pose supposed by L. L. but to prove that there could be no 
Episcopal Church in Scotland but under the superintendance of 
the successors of those Prelates who had been deprived, at the 
revolution, of their sees, revenues and civil dignities. The sen- 
tence which L. L. quotes, is indeed in that letter; but so far 
was the Dean, on account of that sentence, or of any thing else, 
from withdrawing the greater part of the impression from sale, 
as your correspondent insinuates, that he distributed the whole 
of the impression that was not guick/y sold at his own expense, 
that the pamphlet might be as soon and as generally read as 
possible, 

To that pamphlet I was indebted for the warm and steady 
friendship of Dr. Horne through the few remaining years of 
his valuable life ; for the countenance of Archbishop Moore ; 
and for the friendly correspondence of perhaps the most learned 
Prelate of the age in which he lived—the late Bishop Horseley, 
who assured me that his attention was first drawn by the con- 
troversy occasioned by the consecration of Dr. Seabury, to the 
state of Episcopacy in Scotland, of which he afterwards so ably 
pleaded the cause in the House of Peers. 

I mention these things, which hundreds alive can prove, not 
merely because they are honourable to myself, but because they 
evince, beyond the reach of rational controversy, that the prin- 
ciples, political and reliyious, of the Episcopal Church in Scot- 
land, as well as of her humble apologist, are not, in the opinion 
of those who were most competent to Judge of them, such as 
ought to have excited the odium which L. L. has now for up- 
wards of twenty years professed towards beth; but that, on the 
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contrary, they are such as to render the Scotch Episcopal Church 
not altogether unworthy of the countenance and encouragement 
which she has recently received from the Church of England. 

Of this fact another proof may be found in the fund which 
is now raised by subscription for her support. Your correspon- 
dent is greatly mistaken if he suppose that the subscription for 
this purpose has been confined to the UNIVERSITY or OxrorRD 
alone ; and he will therefore be extremely unjust, if he restrain 
to that learned body the guilt with which he charges it, “ of 
thus giving undue encouragement to Separatists.” The Uni- 
versity of Oxford has indeed subscribed, with a liberality which 
the Scotch Episcopalian must be a monster of ingratitude who 
can ever forget; but the same liberality has, on this occasion, 
been displayed by the Bench of Bishops ; by the dignitaries of 
inferior orders ; by the English Clergy of every description ; 
by Statesmen of all parties—adherents of the late Ministry as 
well as of the present; and in Scotland by men of opulence, 
as well of the Established as of the Episcopal Chutch. 

Nor can this occasion any surprise to him whose nerves are 
not convulsed by the very sound of the words Bishop, Prelate, 
Prelacy ! The intelligent part of the Established Church of 
Scotland—as well of the Clergy as of the Laity—know well 
that she has nothing to dread from the Episcopal Clergy and 
their adherents ; but much from Methodists, Reliefmen, Ana- 
baptists, Burghers, Antiburghers, Barcans, and a variety of 
other upstart sects of yesterday, who, though they profess to 
find some causes of difference from one another, yet all agree 
most cordially in misrepresenting the Established and Episco- 
pal Churches, and in preaching the pernicious follies of Anti- 
nomianism, which will ever recommend themselves to a cor- 
rupt and ignorant vulgar. As the zeal of these preachers is 
generally without knowledge, there is reason to apprehend that 
it may not be always in a good thing, and that doctrines inimi- 
cal to the peace of society may be occasionally inculcated on 
the multitude, under pretence of exposing the deviations of 
the Established Clergy from the standards of the Established 
Faith. No such apprehensions can be entertained of the Scotch 
Episcopalians, whose very prejudices are in hehalf of quiet 
submission to legal government; whose Clergy have all sub- 
scribed, ex animo, the thirty-nine Articles of the Church of 
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England ; in whose chapels the incomparable Liturgy of that 
Church is daily read; whose Episcopacy itself was derived 
from England at the restoration of Charles the Second ; and 
whose Bishops neither exercise nor claim any jurisdiction over 
their own Clergy and people which was not exercised by St. 
Cyprian, Cornelius, and the other Prelates of the primitive 
Church, when no Bishop on earth could be appointed (as your 
correspondent expresses it) by the imperial or royal signature ! 
Such Bishops, as were those ornaments of the primitive Church, 
I and my colleagues claim to be ; and will Mr. L. L. say that 
the Bishops of the Church of England were any thing more 
during the usurpation of Cromwell, or that they would again 
be any thing more three years after the establishment of his 
precious scheme of universal comprehension? . 

‘“ An antagonist,” says L. L. “ ventured to assert (during 
the controversy occasioned by the consecration of Dr. Seabury) 
that he (Dr. Gleig) was then grasping at the shadowy semblance 
of a Caledonian Mitre. This grand object of pursuit is, it 
seems, at length obtained.” 

In these two sentences there is one truth, and at least one 
mistake. That the assertion was made, is indeed true ; for the 
antagonist who made it was L. L. Azmself, whose memory has 
not here deceived him; but when he made it originally, he was 
mistaken ; and he is again mistaken, when now he repeats it. 
About the year 1787, a Caledonian Mitre was twice within my 
grasp ; for I was then chosen unanimously by the Clergy re- 
siding within one of the ancient Dioceses of Scotland, and at 
the very same time by four-fifths of those residing within the 
bounds of another ancient Diocese, to preside over them as 
their Bishop: I was urged in the most earnest manner by the 
then Primus Scotorum Episcopus, to make my option between 
the two, and to accept of the laborious, though honourable of- 
fice ; and yet I was no Bishop at this time last year. 

To this your candid correspondent may be disposed to reply, 
that the wicked University of Oxford had not then sent “ five 
thousand pounds to Scotland for the undue encouragement 
of Separatists ;” and that I was not therefore “ attracted by 
loaves and fishes!” But what will he say when I inform him 
that I was perfectly aware last year, when I yielded to the in- 
treaties of those whose opinion of me is perhaps just the re- 
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verse of his, that for some time, perhaps for the whole of my 
life, I could derive from the Episcopal fund no benefit what- 
ever; and that my prospects now are the same that they were 
then? I should have been a contemptible being indeed if I 
had accepted of the office of a Bishop with a view to any emo- 
lument arising from such a fund as this; and still more con- 
temptible, if ambition to preside over any part of those Clergy- 
men, who had so long been my equals, could have induced me 
to accept of an office which, to him who conscientiously dis- 
charges the duties of it, can in Scotland be the source of nothing 
but of labour, anxiety, and an additional expense. These 
surely are not objects at which a man of common sense can be 
“supposed to have been grasping for these twenty-two years ; 
but, if I shall be able to do but one half the good which my 
partial friends expect me to do, I shall submit with patience to 
the labours of my office, and to the odium of L. L. which I 


am sure that I never provoked. 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


ON RENOVATION AND THE NECESSITY OF IT. 


A Sermon. By the Rev. Jouu Kewtety, M.D. Rector of 
Christ Church, Middletown, ( Conn.) 


Ephesians iv. 23.—And be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 


(Coneluded from p. 32.) 


‘Tuar the primitive Fathers understood and used the term 
regeneration to represent the inward and spiritual grace of Bap- 
tism might be proved by numerous quotations from their writ- 
ings ; indeed, the idea attached to the word by several at pre- 
sent is but of late invention, having been unknown to the 
Church till some few years after the reformation, and then it 
was chiefly adopted by a few individuals, and not by any regu- 
lar ecclesiastical bodies ; for the confessions of faith, both of the 
Lutheran and Calvinistic Churches, attribute as great effects to 
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baptism, as a sacra ment of divine institution, as the Episcopa- 
lian Churches of England and America. To repeat the nu- 
merous passages which might be produced from the ancient 
Fathers would take up more time than can be devoted to dise 
courses from the pulpit; in which passages, without a possibi- 
lity of mistaking them, they evidently mean baptism, when 
they use the word regeneration;* I shall, therefore, content 
myself with two: The first selected from Hermas, who lived 
in the Apostolic age. He saith, “ Before any one receives the 
name of the Son of God, he is liable to death: but when he 
receives that seal, he is delivered from death, and is assigned 
to life. Now, that seal is water, into which persons go down 
liable to death, but come out of it assigned to life.” This, my 
brethren, is plainly an expression of that sentence or definition 
of our Saviour, which St. John has recorded, “ Except any 
person be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.” 

The second quotation is from Justin Martyr, who flourished 
about forty years after the Apostles. He saith in his * Apology” 
—‘ I will now declare to you also after what manner we being 
made new by Christ, have dedicated ourselves to God ; lest if 
I should leave out that, I might seem to deal unfairly in some 
part of my Apology. They who are persuaded and do believe 
that those things which are taught by us are true, and do pro- 
mise to live according to them, are directed first to pray and 
ask of God with fasting, the forgiveness of their former sins, 
and we also pray and fast together with them: then we bring 
them to some place where there is water; and they are rege- 
nerated by the same way of regeneration, by which we were 
regenerated: for they are washed with water in the name of 
God the Father and Lord of all things, and of our Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. For Christ saith, Except 
you be regenerated, you cannot enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven.” 

Yet, my brethren, those pious and holy men never supposed 
nor taught that because they esteemed baptism to be regene- 
ration, no further change or operation of the Holy Spirit was 


* A copious collection of these passages have been. made, and published by 
Wall, in his History of Infant Baptism, Part the first. 
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necessary to their salvation. On the contrary, the universal 
tenor of their writings shows the necessity for all who have put 
on Christ by baptism, to lead a new and Christian life, and to 
crucify the old man with his evil affections and lusts. 

Regeneration and renovation are also distinguished from each 
other in the very nature of the acts to which the terms are ap- 
plied. The word regeneration is very properly and fitly adopted 
to.express the commencement of a life of grace, as an adopted 
child of God, in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. But as 
in nature, it is necessary that whatever animal has once begun 
to live should go on progressively till it has acquired all the fa- 
culties needful to the perfection of its state, so it is not enough 
to be only born into the family of God, or to commence only 
the life of grace ; it is also necessary for the new born Chris- 
tian to go on to perfection, and to the acquirement of that holi- 
ness, both of heart and life, without which he cannot rightly 
perform his duty to his heavenly Father in this life, nor become 
prepared nor fitted to glorify him in the life to come. Now, 
this acquirement of holiness, in which the perfection of the 
Christian consists, is what is meant by the term renovation, and 
to which the Apostle exhorts the Ephesians, and in them, all 
Christians, saying, “ Be renewed in the spirit of your minds.” 

From what has been advanced, it appears that renovation is to 
be distinguished from regeneration, and ought not to be con- 
founded with it. Renovation corresponds rather with the idea 
some persons attach to the terms repentance and conversion ; 
yet still there is something in renovation, which requires that 
it should be considered as distinct from them, in order to avoid 
certain errors into which we might easily fall, if we considered 
the terms repentance, conversion, and renovation, as synoni- 
mous, and descriptive of one and the same habit and disposition 
of mind. 

Repentance presupposes the commission of actual sin, or the 
neglect of incumbent duties, and consists in a sorrow of soul 
for these things, and a hearty resolution, through the assistance 
of God’s grace, never more to offend; and in this view it may 
be considered as an incipient act or disposition of soul, without 
which no one who has ever sinned can be renewed in the spirit 
of his mind. Conversion is an actual change of life and dispo- 
sition, effected by the assistance and operation of the Holy 
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Spirit, and places the Christian in a progressive state of reno- 
vation; but to renovation, in the more correct sense of the. 
word, something still further is necessary ; not only repentance 
and conversion, but an actual mortification of all the sinful ap- 
petites, and the acquisition of all holy habits and dispositions. 
In fine, renovation consists in having the same mind in us 
which was in Christ Jesus. It is, therefore, a progressive 
work, and never, during our life on earth, arrives to such a 
degree of perfection as to admit of no further increase. It is 
begun, and advances towards perfection here on earth, but is 
not perfected but in the kingdom of eternal glory, when, as the 
Apostle St. John expresses himself, we shal] be like our glori- 
fied Redeemer, for we shall then see him as he is. It was for 
this renovation St. Paul was striving, who, for a considerable 
time before had been both a penitent, a convert, and a regene- 
rated person, when he expressed himself so earnestly desirous 
to attain to the resurrection of the dead, saying, ‘* not as though 
I had already attained, either were already perfect, but I follow 
after, so that I may apprehend that for which also I am appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended, but this one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which are behind, and reaching forth to those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high cal- 
ling of God in Christ Jesus.” Renovation, therefore, consists 
in that holiness of heart and life, without which no man shall 
see the Lord, or attain the possession of the prize of his cal- 
ling, election, and predestination to the peculiar privileges of 
the Christian dispensation. 

2. I shall now, my brethren, proceed to the second part of 
this discourse, and shall point out as briefly as possible the ne- 
cessity of renovation. 

Except we become renewed in the spirit of our mind, all that 
the Lord Jesus has wrought for us, will fail of securing to us 
the happiness he purchased for us, and our calling, election, 
and predestination will only render us the more inexcuseable at 
the tribunal of our righteous Judge, and bring upon us a greater 
and more deserved condemnation. 

Except we become renewed in the spirit of our mind we 
shall be incapable of partaking of those joys which are at God’s 
right hand. 

VoL. 7. 14 ° 
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necessary to their salvation. On the contrary, the universal 
tenor of their writings shows the necessity for all who have put 
on Christ by baptism, to lead a new and Christian life, and to 
crucify the old man with his evil affections and lusts. 

Regeneration and renovation are also distinguished from each 
other in the very nature of the acts to which the terms are ap- 
plied. The word regeneration is very properly and fitly adopted. 
to.express the commencement of a life of grace, as an adopted 
child of God, in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. But as 
in nature, it is necessary that whatever animal has once be 
to live should go on progressively till it has acquired all the fa- 
culties needful to the perfection of its state, so it ig not enough 
to be only born into the family of God, or to commence only 
the life of grace ; it is also necessary for the new born Chris- 
tian to go on to perfection, and to the acquirement of that holi- 
ness, both of heart and life, without which he cannot rightly 
perform his duty to his heavenly Father in this life, nor become 
prepared nor fitted to glorify him in the life to come. Now, 
this acquirement of holiness, in which the perfection of the 
Christian consists, is what is meant by the term renovation, and 
to which the Apostle exhorts the Ephesians, and in them, all 
Christians, saying, “ Be renewed in the spirit of your minds.” 

From what has been advanced, it appears that renovation is to 
be distinguished from regeneration, and ought not to be con- 
founded with it. Renovation corresponds rather with the idea 
some persons attach to the terms repentance and conversion ; 
yet still there is something in renovation, which requires that 
it should be considered as distinct from them, in order to avoid 
certain errors into which we might easily fall, if we considered 
the terms repentance, conversion, and renovation, as synoni- 
mous, and descriptive of one and the same habit and disposition 
of mind. 

Repentance presupposes the commission of actual sin, or the 
neglect of incumbent duties, and consists in a sorrow of soul 
for these things, and a hearty resolution, through the assistance 
of God’s grace, never more to offend; and in this view it may 
be considered as an incipient act or disposition of soul, without 
which no one who has ever sinned can be renewed in the spirit 
of his mind. Conversion is an actual change of life and dispo- 
sition, effected by the assistance and operation of the Holy 
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Spirit, and places the Christian in a progressive state of reno- 


vation; but to renovation, in the more correct sense of the 


word, something still further is necessary ; not only repentance 
and conversion, but an actual mortification of all the sinful ap- 
petites, and the acquisition of all holy habits and dispositions. 
In fine, renovation consists in having the same mind in us 
which was in Christ Jesus. It is, therefore, a progressive 
work, and never, during our life on earth, arrives to such a 
degree of perfection as to admit of no further increase. It is 
begun, and advances towards perfection here on earth, but is 
not. perfected but in the kingdom of eternal glory, when, as the 
Apostle St. John expresses himself, we shall be like our glori- 
fied Redeemer, for we shall then see him as heis. It was for 
this renovation St. Paul was striving, who, for a considerable 
time before had been both a penitent, a convert, and a regene- 
rated person, when he expressed himself so earnestly desirous 
to attain to the resurrection of the dead, saying, ‘‘ not as though 
I had already attained, either were already perfect, but I follow 
after, so that I may apprehend that for which also I am appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended, but this one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which are behind, and reaching forth to those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high cal- 
ling of God in Christ Jesus.” Renovation, therefore, consists 
in that holiness of heart and life, without which no man shall 
see the Lord, or attain the possession of the prize of his cal- 
ling, election, and predestination to the peculiar privileges of 
the Christian dispensation. 

2. I shall now, mv brethren, proceed to the second part of 
this discourse, and shall point out as briefly as possible the ne- 
cessity of renovation. 

Except we become renewed in the spirit of our mind, all that 
the Lord Jesus has wrought for us, will fail of securing to us 
the happiness he purchased for us, and our calling, election, 
and predestination will only render us the more inexcuseable at 
the tribunal of our righteous Judge, and bring upon us a greater 
and more deserved condemnation. 

Except we become renewed in the spirit of our mind we 
shall be incapable of partaking of those joys which are at God’s 
right hand. 
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A few remarks on these two points will suffice to show, 
that the renovation spoken of in the former part of this dis- 
course is absolutely essential to us, in order to our acquiring 
possession of the glorious prize of our high calling, election, 
and predestination to the peculiar advantages of the Christian 
dispensation. 

To be called, elected, and predestinated to the enjoyment of 
all those graces and_means of salvation which Jesus Christ 
hath purchased for us by his meritorious life and death is cer- 
tainly a high advantage. But then, these may all be rendered 
by us unavailing to our eternal salvation, if we neglect to im- 
prove them to the promotion of that end for which they were 
conferred upon us. They are talents which the Lord hath 
® graciously entrusted to his servants; they must, therefore, be 
improved by us, if we would avoid the guilt of neglecting and 
despising these manifold gifts of God. They are bestowed 
upon us, not as the end, but as the means of our acquiring 
those qualifications which God has made essential to the en- 
joyment of that glorious and eternal salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus. And as holiness is essentially necessary to the enjoy- 
ment of eternal happiness, so necessary is it for all Christians 
to be renewed in the spirit of their minds ; nor at the dread tri- 
bunal of the Lord will they be able to produce the least shadow 
of an excuse for their neglect, since God, in his great good- 
ness has put all things in their power, and furnished them with 
every grace needful to enable them to attain holiness of heart 
and life here, in order to everlasting happiness hereafter. O 
then, my brethren, turn not these graces of God into means of 
your greater condemnation. Hide not your talent, like the 
slothful servant. Up, and be doing the work of the Lord, 
whereunto ye are called ; lest the night of death, and the dark- 
ness of the grave, when no man can work, should come upon 
you—lest the Lord should call you to an account while you 
are still totally unprepared to render it, and appoint you your 
portion with the wicked, in the regions of eternal darkness and 
despair, where the worm dieth not, and the fire shall never be 
quenched. For it would have been better for you not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than after ve have known it, 
to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto you. Yes; 
if ye fail, after having enjoyed such privileges, it will be more 
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tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, for Sodom and Gomorrha in the 
day of judgment than for you. 

Except we become renewed in the spirit of our mind, we 
are incapable of partaking of those joys which are at God’s 
right hand. 

It would be vain and presumptuous to attempt a particular 
and adequate description of these joys, since we are informed 
in Holy Scripture, that eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive them. 
Yet we may venture to assert thus much concerning them, that 
as they are said to consist in the enjoyment of God, and as God 
is a Spirit supremely pure and holy, so the happiness laid up in 
store for his faithful servants is spiritual, pure, and holy also; 
and, of consequence, we must become holy before we are meet 
to partake of the inheritance of the saints in light. 


It is, my brethren, a truth founded in the very nature of — 


things, that unless we have dispositions formed in us suitable 
and answerable to the objects designed to entertain us, we can 
take no manner of delight or complacency in them. ‘The deaf 
man can receive no satisfaction from the best musical perform- 
ance of the works of an Handel, nor the blind man from the 
paintings of a Raphael or a Rubens—a tasteless palate cannot 
relish the choicest dainties, nor an illiterate man be pleased with 
the perusal of the most learned treatises; nor can the unholy 
soul be happy in the mansions of holiness, even were it possi- 
ble she could be admitted there. Hence appears the absolute 
necessity of our being renewed in the spirit of our mind, so 
that we may be capable of enjoying the final end of our Chris- 
tian calling, election and predestination, even the eternal salva- 
tion of our souls. 

Eternal happiness is the end of our Christian calling. Holi- 
ness is the qualification without which we cannot enjoy it. This 
holiness is not to be acquired by any efforts of mere fallen 
nature, but by the gracious aid of the Holy Spirit of God. The 
means prescribed by the Christian religion, and which derive 


all their virtue and efficacy from the death of Christ, are the . 


channel of obtaining this gracious aid—and these means are 
graciously placed within our power by our adoption into the 


\ Christain covenant, and by our incorporation into the mysti- 


cal body of Jesus Christ, the Church. To this most advan- 
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tageous state of salvation all Christians are called, elected, and 
were predestinated ; but in order to obtain the eternal benefits, 
promised as the end of this calling, election and predestination, 
they must, in the right use of all the instituted means of grace, 
seek the aid of God’s Holy Spirit, they must correspond with 
that grace, mortify the depraved passions and inclinations, cruci- 
fy the old man with his affections and lusts, pursue after holiness, 
cry unto God to create in them new hearts, and to renew right 
spirits within them; nor must they ever imagine they have al- 
ready attained, or are beyond the reach of danger, while God 
is pleased to lengthen out their day of probation, and to per- 
mit them to be surrounded with the enemies of their salvation, 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. They must not entertain 
the idea that their warfare is fully accomplished, till they are 
translated from the Church militant to the Church triumphant, 
and are put in possession of that glory which is reserved in 
heaven for all those, who, by faith, obedience and holiness have 
made their Christian calling and election sure. 

‘To conclude—my brethren, by your profession as Christians, 
and by your membership in the outward and visible Church of 
Christ, ye are called, elected, and predestinated as well as those 
Ephesians to whom St. Paul addressed his Epistle. See then 
that ve improve the advantages bestowed upon you by the good 
will and pleasure of your God ; for they are advantages which 
millions of your fellow creatures do not possess, who still are 
involved in the darkness of heathenish i ignorance and supersti- 
tion. Be not, however, high-minded, but fear—presume not 
on this your calling, election and predestination. All will at 
last prove unavailing, unless you make a good improvement of 
these advantages and attain to holiness of heart and life ; for 
many, we are told, shall come from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south, who have duly improved 
the smaller advantages which they have derived from that Sa- 
viour, of whose name they may, perhaps, never have heard, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the king- 
dom of heaven, while the more peculiar and more highly fa- 
voured children of the kingdom shall be cast out. O then, my 
brethren, highly prize the advantages ye possess. Show forth 
your Christian faith by your Christian life; repent of all your 
sins, be converted from all evil ways; seek for the aids and 
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purifying influences of God’s Holy Spirit in the right use of all 
the means of grace instituted and established by divine autho- 
rity in the Church of Christ ; with the assistance of that grace, 
mortify and cruc.fy the old man, with his affections and lusts, 
pursue after holiness, and persevere continually in this pursuit. 
So shall ve grow in grace, improve in virtue, and be renewed 
daily in the spirit of your mind ; and when your day of proba- 
tion is closed, and your warfare is accomplished, ye shall re- 
ceive the palm of victory, and enter into the actual possession 
of those rewards, which shall endure for ever, in the presence 
of God, where is fulness of bliss, and pleasure for evermore. 








For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
A Comparison of the Controversy between the Calvinists and the 
Arminians, with the rest of Holy Scripture. 


(Continued from p. 62.) 


1. Of Predestination. 


On the very threshold of this gloomy building, the attention 
of the author is drawn to what he considers as no slight evi- 
dence of its having been raised, not by Scripture, but by meta- 
physics. It is the necessity which has occurred of calling in 
the word “ decree,” to answer some purposes,.to which the 
word “ predestination” does not extend. For there may be a 
propriety in apprising the reader, that the latter word, which 
is scriptural, has not been found sufficient to support the sys- 
tems devised by human ingenuity, on the present subject. 
Hence, the introduction of the other word ; which is confes- 
sedly not applied to the subject in the Scriptures. Predestina- 
tion supposes the persons to be contemplated, of whom it is 
affirmed: But, as it is wished to carry back the investigation 
so far, as to disclose the motive in the mind of God; which 
proposes the illustrating of his glory independently on the ob- 
ject on which the dispensation operates ; there was occasion that 
another word should be had recourse to. The word ‘* chosen” 
does not answer to any thing in Scripture, thought applicable 
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to the present subject. Accordingly, the word ‘ decree” is 
taken; although it is not used any where: in Scripture, in the 
sense thus imposed on it, to make it serve the intended pur- 
pose. In the Old Testament, the word translated “ decree” is 
pn; which signifies “ commandment” or “ statute,” as in Is. 
vill. 1. And in the New Testament, the word so translated is 
* Joyux,” in Acts xvi. 4, and xvii. 7. This introduction of the 
word “ decree” has an unfavourable aspect on those views of 
the subject—and they are many—to which there could have 
been no extension of the word “ predestination.” The distinction 
here taken must now, however, be lost sight of ; because the 
ensuing investigation is to be of the sense of Scripture only; 
which knows nothing of the determinations of the divine 
mind, considered independently on the persons whom they 
respect. 

Under the present point, it is a considerable relief in exa- 
mining the alleged authorities of Scripture, that there will be no 
necessity of devoting any further attention to the Epistle to the 
Romans. In saying this, the author is not sensible of any dif- 
ficulty, of giving a satisfactory explanation of the passages in 
that Epistle, any more than of those in other books of Scrip- 
ture. But the sentiment is grounded on the circumstance, that 
it is the only book, in which the subject is supposed to have 
been treated of professedly ; or given in any place in such a 
shape, as shows it to have been principally on the mind of the 
writer. It is here believed, that any considerate person, either 
Calvinist or Arminian, would not hesitate to acknowledge, in 
regard to any text which he thinks favourable to his doctrine in 
the other books, that it is introduced incidentally ; if indeed it 
be otherwise seen than by implication ; and to be presumed, in 
order to render the sense consistent and complete. It is not so 
with the Epistle to the Romans. In this, if the doctrine be found 
at all, it was what principally occupied the mind of the writer, 
during the latter part of the eighth and the whole of the ninth 
chapter. If therefore it should have appeared, that those pas- 
sages relate to quite another subject; respecting nothing else 
than national designation to the visible Church; there may rea- 
sunably be suspected a mistake in the supposed discovery of it 
in any other place. For the point of view in which the doc- 
trine is upheld is, as clothed with pre-eminent importance ; and 
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indeed, entering more or less into all the Christian doctrines ; 
being that which constitutes them doctrines of grace: A name 
not seldom denied to every system, which does not manifest in 
all its parts, the pervading influence of the doctrine here in 
question. It is not in the indirect way here noticed, that there 
is given to us in Scripture any thing which can be supposed to 
constitute its high and leading sense. . For instance, the divinity 
of our biessed Saviour and his propitiatory sacrifice for sin. 
However convinced the writer of this, of their being truths of 
Scripture ; yet, if they were found there in a form like that of 
the doctrine of predestination, as it respects opposite states in 
another life ; supposing this to be found in the texts alleged for 
it; he would certainly consider the preceding doctrines as un- 
important to the essence of divine truth ; and opposite opinion 
as a matter, by which Christian communion were not at all to 
be affected. In what extent the remark applies to the passages 
which are to come under review, may be worthy of some con- 
sideration, as they shall present themselves. 

But it is here conceived, that another advantage may be fairly 
claimed, in consequence of what has been already written on 
the Epistle to the Romans. If the principles there advocated 
should be thought correct, especially in regard to the term pre- 
destination, this and its kindred word election may reasonably 
be supposed to have the same meaning, in the other epistles of 
the same Apostle. Thus when he tells the Ephesians, speaking 
of the Father (ch. 1. 5.) “ having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ, to himself;” and when he 
says to the Thessalonians 1. 1, 4, “« knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God ;” and to the same people in his other 
epistles to them (ii. 18) ‘* God hath from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation ;” he can mean no more, than to support a 
truth which he has often occasion to refer to, in opposition to 
the favourers of legality, that the Gentiles were called in an 
emancipation from the institutions of the law. And nothing 
could so effectually sustain this sentiment, as the resting of it 
on the divine purpose; entertained before the giving of the law 
and even before the foundation of the world. 

The passage from the 2d Epistle to the Thessalonians is 
thought to give weight to the Calvinistic interpretation, by the 
words “from the beginning.” It seems however agreed on all 
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hands, that, the same words being applied in Scripture to dif- 
ferent subjects, they ought to be interpreted in each instance, 
according to the subject. That in some instances they are in- 
tended of the commencement of the evangelical dispensation, 
is allowed ; and of this there is an instance in St. Luke i. 2. 
Hence, some have endeavoured to bring the passage in question 
under the same interpretation. But to this there seems a fair 
objection in its appearing, that the Thessalonians were not 
among the earliest believers. Still, if we abide by the rule laid 
down, the divine dispensations relative to the Gospel ought to 
bound the interpretation. 

It seems indeed impossible to prove from Scripture, that the 
expression “ from the beginning” ever denotes eternity in the 
strict and proper sense. In the 1st chapter of Genesis, the 
words “ in the beginning” look no further back than to the cre- 
ation ; and that confined probably to the system of which our 
globe is part. The first words in the Gospel of St. John—* In 
the beginning was the word”—are often quoted to prove the 
eternity of the divine nature of the Messiah. There seems 
however something more to the purpose, in what follows in the 
same verse and in similar places of Scripture ; ascribing to the 
Son divine attributes, derived to him from the Father. The 
mere expression “ in the beginning” is here conceived to be too 
indeterminate to found the doctrine on. 

If we depart from the construction which has been given of 
“ chosen” and “ predestinate,” it may be worth while to be 
aware of the objections, lying against the manner of writing 
which we must in that case attribute to St. Paul. However 
highly we may think of his extraordinary gifts, have we reason 
to suppose, that it extended to the knowledge of the hearts of 
men? This would be very unreasonable; and yet we must 
conceive of him as discerning the inward state and condition of 
every member of every Church which he addressed in such 
language as that recited ; to justify his afirming of them with- 
out exception, that they were “ chosen” or “ predestinated” to 
everlasting life. It would have ill accorded with what is said 
in the epistle from which the first recited text was taken, when 
the writer admonishes those whom he was addressing “ take 
to yourselves the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil ;” going on in an ex- 
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pressive allegorical description of the dangers of the spiritual 
warfare. And then, why there should be such dangers from 
the formidable foe alluded to, it seems impossible to account 
for on the principle here supposed. Did St. Paul so explicitly 
announce to the Ephesian Church, the election to eternal life 
of all and everv one of them? And was the prince of darkness 
ess able than they and we, to comprehend it? Or knowing it, 
‘was he so unwise, as to waste his efforts for their destruction ? 
He had sagacity enough to let Job alone, in his person and in 
his substance, because God had hedged him about and all that 
he had, within the protection of his providence: And could the 
arch-deceiver have been less aware of the irresistible effects of 
the eternal decree of saving grace? These seem difficulties in 
the way; but there is another—that of the language of severe 
reproof of the Apostle to some members of the churches, which 
yet he honours with the appellation of “ elect.” This is con- 
sistent, if the term were intended of the body, and that in refer- 
ence to the subject of Church communion. But if it were ap- 
plied to them individually and with a view to their distinction 
in another world ; it is not to be supposed, that there should be 
charged, on some of these elect, faults which are incompatible 
with the Christian state. For this is done by the Apostle, re- 
latively to some members of the Thessalonian Church ; when he 
describes them (2 iii. 11) thus—“ we hear that there are some 
which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are 
busy bodies.” Are these they whom he had assured in the 
preceding chapter—-(ii. 13) that they had “ from the beginning 
been chosen unto salvation!” Yet this is what the Calvinistic 
sense requires. But no; the Thessalonians, collectively con- 
sidered, were chosen to be a Church of God, living in visible 
profession of his name ; and this no doubt with a view to the 
salvation, of which such a profession was the mean: while as 
to every individual and his attaining to the same salvation, it 
was another subject and rested on other grounds. 

But even if the construction of the words here given were 
to be abandoned; and they were to be interpreted of every 
individual and his condition in another life; it would not appear, 
with what propriety the subject is connected with the opera- 
tion of the eternal mind of God. . The remotest date referred 
to by the New Testament, ‘as connected with any predestina- 
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tion or election of which it speaks, is what may be thought com- 
tained in the expression used in several places—* before the 
foundation of the world.” If this be considered the same as 
from eternity, it is because we know of the adorable being con- 
cerning whom it is spoken, that he is without beginning. It 
is then by mere inference, that a foundation is laid, on which 
to erect a structure of dogmas, attached to so incomprehensi- 
ble a subject, as that of an antecedent eternity. As to the 
Greek expression [po xpérw» alway] translated in 2 Tim. i. 9, and 
in Tit. i. 2, “ before the world began ;” it will not be rash to 
say, that it does not necessarily mean more, than before the 
different dispensations of the divine economy in the present 
world ; and that this must be the meaning especially in the 
place the last referred to; which speaks of a promise made be- 
fore the ages in contemplation. The werds are—* in hope of © 
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, hath promised, before 
the world began.” The passage cannot be supposed to look 
further back, than to the promise made in paradise of “ the 
seed of the woman to bruise the serpent’s head.” The like 
may be said of another expression, that of Eph. ili. 11 [xara x90 
Gow tiv oiwwy] translated ‘“* according to the eternal purpose,” but 
of which the literal meaning is—“ according to the afore-dis- 
posing of the ages.” Of these, the last was the evangelical ; 
which shows, that the others could reach no further back, than 
those preparatory to it. In systematic discussions of the doc- 
trine of predestination, it is common to find this text brought 
forward as the prominent authority, for the affirming of the 
decrees of God,. that they are eternal. Professor Witsius ac- 
knowledges (book iii. chap. iv. sec. 15) that the expressions 
“ from the foundation of the world” and “ before the founda- 
tion of the world” do not necessarily signify eternity. And he 
further acknowledges the same (sec. 20) concerning the expres- 
sion “ before the world began.” And yet the same author 
quotes Ephesians iii. 11, as directly declaring the eternity of 
God’s decree; whereas it would seem the furtherest from it of 
all the passages he has quoted, if the original be taken into 
view. But it is remarkable in a person of so much candour, 
that although he refers to the originals of his other quotations, 
he has not done so in the present instance. As to those others, 
they are not. even alleged by this author to be declarative of 
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eternity, any further than as this may be drawn from them by 
way of inference. 

It will still be said, that every consideration extending to 
“ before the ages” and “ before the foundation of the world,” 
will also carry them back without end. Far be the author of 
the present work from denying this: Still, it is only an inference 
from what we are satisfied of, concerning the unbeginning exist- 
ence of the divine mind, What difference then, it may be said 
do the two opinions make, in regard to the sense of the words 
in question? The answer is, that the difference is very mate- 
rial: the opinion here contradicted making the subject of the 
Apostle quite wide of that occupying his mind; which was a 
series of dispensations, ending as well as beginning in time. 
Why then may not the opinion stand, as the reasonable deci- 
sion of the human understanding, instead of being quoted as 
the language of holy writ? It is here conceived that there can 
be but one reason ; and this is the difficulty of subjecting our 
imaginations to restraints, which tie them down from the fabri- 
cating of metaphysical systems. 

It is thought that there can be no occasion, to enter on a dis- 
cussion of the weight of the criticisms made on the word [«iono;] 
translated “ eternal.” As applied to the present subject, it 
cannot mean a strict and proper eternity: It cannot in the pas- 
sage quoted from the Epistle to Titus ; because the ages there 
spoken of are connected with a promise confessedly mode in 
time: And it cannot, even in that quoted from the Epistle to 
Timothy ; because all time must have had a beginning, as well 
as an end. The Greek words in question may be not impro- 
perly translated—“ the times of the ages ;” although it is ap- 
plying an adjective substantively ; there being no adjective an- 
swering to it in English. 

But let it be remembered, that these strictures on eternity, 
as connected with the decress of God, are not necessary to the 
purpose here entertained ; which supposes, that, whether there 
be intended a strict and proper eternity, or only an indefinite 
term of time, in the passages in question ; they have no imme- 
diate relation to a future life, or to the conditions of individuals 
in it; the subject to which they relate being the Church on 
earth. - 

It was natural, that, of all the inspired writers, St. Paul should 
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the most abound in references to antecedent determinations of 
the sovereign will of God, concerning his kingdom on earth, 
recently founded by his omnipotence. The mission of this 
Apostle was especially to the Gentiles. All his Epistles to 
Churches are principally to those of the Gentile sort; except 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, which, conformably with the view 
here taken of the subject, has nothing concerning predestina- 
tion, or election, or purpose. Further, he found himselt con- 
tinually thwarted in his ministry, by a mixture of Judaism and 
Christianity ; which had its foundation in the error, that there 
was but one chosew people ; in the mass of whom, of course, 
all the receivers of the new doctrine should be merged. That 
St. Paul is continually taken occasion to contradict this error ; 
and that he has largely refuted it in his Epistle to the Romans 
and in that to the Galatians ; will not be denied by any. It is 
equally evident, that, in so doing, he has shown at some length, 
how far his sense of a gentile Church was from being a no- 
velty ; and that, on the contrary, it might be clearly seen in 
promises made before the giving of the law. Under these cir 
cumstances, it is not to be wondered at, that the Apostle, even 
in his salutations of particular Churches, addresses them as the 
objects of divine choice and predestination: that is, in their 
collective capacity. For that he should have intended it of 
them in their mdividual characters, assuring them that they 
were all marked out for eternal glory by an unchangeable desti- 
nation ; and this, in epistles in which admonition and reproof 
were to bear a part; and which were designed to incite the 
full force of endeavour umler surrounding difficulties and dis- 
couragements, described with all their formidable dangers ; is 
an inconsistency not to he supposed under the gift of inspira- 
tion; or even under the influence of a tolerable measure of 
Christian prudence. What would be thought, at this day, of 
any Minister of the Gospel ;. who, having cleared his congre- 
gation of every member chargeable with just cause of ecclesi- 
astical censure, should address the remainder as the predesti- 
nated of God, in the modern sense which the term customarily 
bears; declaring to one and all of them, that their heavenly in- 


- heritance was made sure beyond the possibility of change? 


Yet why may he not do this, on the Calvinistic interpretation 
of the passages which have been referred to? It is not con- 
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ceived to be a part of Apostolic prerogative, to know the hearts 
of men. Of those addressed in any Epistle of St. Paul, some 
may have been hypocrites, for any thing known to the contrary 
by him. And even of those who thought themselves sincere, 
some, according to the theory here opposed, may have been 
under that kind of grace, distinguished from the saving grace 
affirmed to be invariably followed by perseverance. Accord- 
ingly, it is not reasonable to give to the expressions of this 
Apostle such a construction, as wings them with delusion to 
some ; and with the danger of relaxation of endeavour, m re- 
gard to all. It may be here proper to apply, to the texts which 
have been examined, the remark already made,—that even tak- 
ing them in the Calvinistic sense, it can be drawn from them 
no otherwise, than as taught incidentally; or else by way of 
inference. For it will not be contended, that when different 
Churches are addressed as the elect or chosen of God, their 
election is the prominent sentiment in the writer’s mind. His 
principal purpose, in each place, is to deliver a different mat- 
ter of instruction ; and the other is at most a circumstance at- 
tached to it. But it may be said—the election spoken of is 
presumed ; and built on as an acknowledged doctrine of the 
Gospel. There may be reason in this, if the remark made 
were applicable to some places only ; and if the doctrine in 
question were taught often and explicitly elsewhere : Which is 
the matter principally intended to be here denied. 

The hope then is entertained of its having been made to ap- 
pear, that exclusively of the Epistle to the Romans, there are 
no circumstances attached to the other Epistles of St. Paul, 
which rescue them from what is contended for, as the proper 
sense of scriptural predestination; but on the contrary, that 
there are considerations which make all the Epistles harmo- 
nize. We may therefore go on to the other parts of Scrip- 
ture. 

Here it will be natural to take, in the first place, the passages 
the most nearly ailied to those which have been commented on; 
and resting on the same general principle. Such are our Sa- 
viour’s speaking of the elect or chosen in Matt. xxiv. 22 and 
31; in Mark xiii. 20; and in Luke xviii. 7. Nearly of the 
same character, are the places in the 10th, the 15th, and the 
17th chapters of St. John’s Gospel ; in which our Lord speaks 
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frequently of his chosen ; sometimes expressly ; and sometimes 
also figuratively, as the sheep of him the shepherd, and as 
branches dependent for nourishment on him the vine. St. 
Peter also, speaks of the elect in his 1 Epistle ii. 2; and of 
election in:his 2 Epistle i. 10. And St. John addresses an 
eminent Christian woman, as “ the elect lady.” 

In explanation of these places, let it be remarked in the first 
place, that nothing could have been more natural, than for our 
blessed Saviour and his Apostles to designate his followers, at 
first few in number, but contemplated a great multitude in fu- 
ture, as the chosen of God, For what was Christian commu- 
nion, but a perpetuating of.the Church of God, begun many 
ages before ; but to be in future under another form? Now 
we find Moses addressing the children of Israel, in Deut. vii. 
6, thus: “ Thou art an holy people to the Lord thy God; the 
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people to him- 
self:” and again the same words in chap. xiv. 2. Did the 
legislator of Israel intend to ascribe sanctity of mind to every 
individual of the body, whom he was addressing? It is too 
absurd a sentiment to be entertained by any. Did he even in- 
tend the words to be descriptive of the major part? Neither 
can this be ; for he tells them in the very address that has been 
referred to— From the day that thou didst depart out of the 
land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been re- 
bellious against the Lord your God.” What then was the 
ground of the epithet in question? It could have been grounded 
on nothing else, than God’s choice of the Israelites, to be a 
people in covenant with him ; to be favoured with a revelation 
of his will; and to maintain on earth the profession of the be- 
lief of one true God, the Creator of heaven and earth ;- until 
the appointed time of gathering a Church from among all na- 
tions. The same title of “ the elect” or “ the chosen” is ap- 
plied indiscriminately to the people of Israel, in Isaiah, in 
Jeremiah, and in.the Psalms. It was therefore a maintaining 
of the style of holy writ, to speak of those who had been 
brought within the pale of the Christian Church, under the 
name of “ the chosen” or of a word the same in the original 
—* the elect.” As to the sense of the word im its application 
to the immediate followers of Christ; it ought to have been 
rescued from the Calvinistic interpretation, by the circumstance, 
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that Judas is called one of the chosen in John vi. 70; and must 
have been recognized as such where it is said (John xvii. 12)— 
“ those whom thou gavest me I have kept ; and none of them 
is lost but the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled.” There seems very little appearance of reason, in the 
Calvinistic interpretation of the latter text. The word “ but” 
[i 4] is supposed to be used to express, not exception, but 
opposition: which makes the sentiment of the text—‘ none 
(meaning of those given) are lost, but the son of perdition is 
lost.” If our Saviour extended his view beyond the sphere to 
which his discourse had been before confined, were there none 
lost but Judas? Yet it follows that there were none but he, if 
we suppose any spoken of besides “ the chosen” or “ the given;” 
of which, accordingly, Judas was one. Dr. Doddridge remarks, 
that “ «2 u,” is not always strictly an exceptive particle; and has 
quoted some passages in support of his remark. Still, as it is 
generally and properly exceptive, it would seem reasonable to 
understand it as so used, at least whenever this the best agrees 
with the tendency of the discourse: Which is the case in the 
present instance ; there being otherwise a disagreeable redun- 
dancy. 

But Calvin thinks (book iii. chap. xxiv. sec. 8.) that the text 
may be explained by John xiii. 18; where it is said—* I speak 
not of you all, I know whom I have chosen; but that the 
Scripture may be fulfilled, he that eateth bread with me hath 
lift up his heel against me.” The aid supposed to be derived 
from this, isin its being construed to distinguish Judas from 
the chosen. Now setting aside that this would be contrary to 
that other place, in which he is pronounced to be of the num- 
ber ; to sever him from them even in the passage brought for 
the purpose, it must receive an interpretation resting on the 
supposition of there being something understood ; which, how- 
ever, is not required to make out the sense. This, with the 
something to be understood, seems neither more nor less than 
as if it had been said—* In regard to the blessedness just now 
spoken of, consisting in the doing of what I have enjoined, I 
do not consider it as a subject in which all of you have an in- 
terest. You are, indeed, every one of you, of the chosen com- 
pany of my disciples: Yet there is one of you, who will aban- 
don the privilege conferred on him, by becoming my betrayer.” 
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For the full understanding of the passage, recourse should 
be had to two other passages ; one evidently referred to in the 
Psalms, which must be that in Psalm cix. 8—“ let his days be 
few and let another take his office ;” and a passage in the succeed- 
ing chapter (John xvill. 8) where we read, after our Lord’s be- 
nevolent intercession-for his disciples“ if ye seek me let these 
go their wav,” that this was done, for the fulfilling of the other 
saying—“ Of those whom thou gavest me I have lost none.” 
The amount of these places, taken together, seems to be, that 
the immediate disciples of our Lord were given to him, for the 
laying of the foundation of his Church ; that for the accom- 
plishing of this, they must both have remained faithful to his 
person, and have escaped the malice by which the master 
himself should fall; that when he spoke in chapter xvii. his 
purpose in their behalf, except as to one of them, had prevailed; 
and that what he said in chapter xviii. was in pursuance of the 
same design ; which is so expressly declared, in the last men- 
tioned place, to have been directed to the safety of their per- 
sons, that it seems impossible to bend it to any other subject. 
Thus, from the comparing of the quotation as it stands in the 
New Testament, with its station in the old, there arises a 
confirmation of the sense which is here thought to be obvious 
on the very face of the passage—that our Lord acknowledged 
Judas to be one of the chosen, but declared, that although 
chosen, he would be a traitor. 

The contrary interpretation to that here sustained has been 
thought countenanced by what is said in Matthew xxiv. 24 of 
“ false Christs and false prophets, who shall deceive, if it were 
possible, the very elect.” But who knows not, that the words 
“ if it were possible” are often used to express a matter of con- 
siderable difficulty ; such as we may suppose to have been that 
of seducing believers, who had become such under a visible 
display of supernatural power. St. Paul hastened, “ if it were 
possible,” —* to be at Jerusalem at the feast of Penticost :” And 
the same Apostle commands—* if it be possible, as much as 
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” If the former had 
heen strictly an impossibility, it would not have been attempted: 
And if the latter had been such, it would not have been advised. 
The clause evidently intimates no more, than that the accom- 


plishment of the purpose was problematical. Such lax phrase- 
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ology is frequent in every language ; and may be mentioned 
as an additional proct of the impropriety of founding doctrine 
on particular expressions; in which the object of the speaker 
is something distinct from the doctrine, whether true or false. 

There is also a class of texts brought up, consisting of de- 
clarations of the immutability of the counsels of God; and of 
his fore-knowledge of all the events, which were to be brought 
about in the order of his providence: such as that in Isaiah 
xlvi. 10—‘* My counsel shall stand and I will do all my plea- 
sure :” that in Daniel iv. 45—“ He doth according to his will 
in the Armies of Heaven and among the inhabitants of earth;” 
and that in Prov. xix. 2i—‘* The counsel of the Lord, that 
shall stand.” In the New Testament also it is said [Eph. i. 11.] 
“ He worketh all things after the counsel of his own will ;” and 
[Acts xv. 18.] “ Known unto God are all his works, from the 
beginning of the world.” Manv other passages might be men- 
tioned to the same effect ; but they avail nothing in contrariety 
to those who acknowledge the sovereignty and the fore-knowledge 
of God, in their extent. What they demand, is Scriptural 
authority to show, that’ his fore-knowledge is exercised or his 
sovereignty illustrated, in the predetermination contemplated by 
the subject. Is it not, evident in the producing of such pas- 
sages, that the doctrine is first presumed; and then proof given, 
of the unchangeablen f the event to which it refers? 

There is another cla texts, which speak of wicked men 
and of God’s making of Meir wickedness the medium of their 
destruction: The Calviifistic interpretation of which is predi- 
cated on the supposition, that God makes them wicked, with a 
view to that unhappy end; although no intimation to such an 
effect is given in the texts themselves. Thus where it is said in 
Joshua xi. 20, concerning the Canaanitish nations—* It was of 
the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against 
Israel to battle, that he might destroy them utterly ;” it amounts 
to no more, than that those nations being very wicked, and, on 
that account, their excision being determined on by the Lord of 
life and death ; his providence so disposed the series of events, 
as to incite them to hazard battle with a power, before which 
they had not strength to stand. Their wickedness had been fre- 
quently spoken of in the foregoing history; and made the 
ground of a destruction, of which the Israelites were declared 
VoL. 7. 16 
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to be the executioners. Thev were found wicked, when their 
hearts were hardened to a desperate warfare: so that their case 
is quite foreign to the point, to which it has been applied —their 
being brought into existence, under an inevitable necessity of 
being wicked. Analogous to this, is the case of Pharaoh ; the 
hardening of whose heart is ascribed to God in Exodus vil. 3— 
xiv. 4and 17. Itis not meant that God made him wicked: But 
being so, the miracles which would have softened and subdued 
a heart less desperate, had the effect of hardening his still more; 
and of urging him on to ruin. 

Under the same denomination there comes a text, than which 
there has perhaps been none oftener cited, in support of the 
system here opposed. It is Prov. xvi. 4; “ The Lord hath 
made all things for himself, yea even the wicked for the day of 
evil.” The word translated ** made” is neither %53 nor "vy, 
expressive of creating and making; but 522, which signifies to 
go through a work, or bring it to effect. As applied in this 


. place, it means, that God so disposes matters, as to cause the 


wickedness of men to bring them to the dav of evil: if indeed 
evil to them be the-matter intended in this place; and not rather 
their being the instruments of accomplishing the divine pur- 
poses, in evil to be brought on others; as in the case of the 
king of Assyria [Isaiah x. v.] who was in the hands of God 
“ the rod of his anger and the staff of his indignation” against 
the surrounding nations. The words will bear either interpre- 
tation; and therefore if there were nothing else to hinder, 
ought not to be applied to any sense repugnant to correct ideas 
of the God-head. The latter interpretation is much counte- 
nanced by the word 2929; which is expressive of one thing an- 
swering to another. 

What great stress Calvin laid on this text, may be seen book 
iii. chap. xxiii. sec. 6. He notices an objection made by some 
to his scheme of predestination, that it takes from the sinner 
the blame which would attach. In answer to'this Calvin speaks 
to the following effect. He says he wili not answer with eccle- 
siastical writers, that prescience does not prevent guilt: It is 
sufficient for him, that he can oppose to such objections the de- 
cision of Scripture, in Prov. xvi. 4. 

Belonging to the same class, there is a text in Isa. vi. 10; 
which ought to be the more noticed, as it is quoted and applied 
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by our Saviour himself; whose meaning may, of course, derive 
light from the use of the passage by the prophet. ‘ Make the 
heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy and shut 
their eves; lest they see with their eyes and hear with their 
ears and understand with their heart, and conyert and be 
healed.” Here are three things worthy to be inquired into— 
the end of the denunciation—the cause ‘of it—and the mean 
by which it was to be accomplished. The end is laid down in 
the words following those already quoted. For on the pro- 
phet’s asking ** how long”—meaning the continuance of the 
judgment threatened—the answer is—* until the cities. be 
wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and 
the land be utterly desolate ; and the Lord hath removed men 
far away and there be a great shaking in the midst of the land.” 
Nothing else than the impending captivity in Babylon can be 
the matter intended in these words; which are also followed 
by the promise of a remnant who should return. So much for 
the end of the denunciation: and for the cause of it we must 
look to the preceding parts of the prophecy, which is principally 
filled with lamentations of abounding wickedness ; and this was, 
of course, what produced the denunciation. The nation being 
excessively corrupt ; and this corruption being about to be pu- 
nished by a seventy years banishment from their country; the 
preaching of the prophet was, in itself indeed, a dispensation 
full of grace; but is here contemplated as a mean, which would 
be abused to a greater degree of obduracy ; and thus add to the 
punishment to be inflicted. This is no more than what we have 
continually before our eyes, of men’s being hardened in their 
iniquity, by that which should be the occasion of their recovery 
from it. 

It may be now proper to follow the passage to where it is 
quoted by our Saviour, as recorded in Matt. xiii. 4—in Mark 
iv.12, and in John xii. 40—in Luke viii. 10, and by St. Paul 
in Acts xxviii. 26. A repetition of the words would be use- 
less, because Isaiah is quoted by name ; and there is no other 
passage in his book, which could have been intended. Is it 
not then evident, that our Lord’ ministry found the Jewish na- 
tion in just such a crisis, as that formerly contemplated by 
Isaiah? Was there not impending a captivity, as before by the 
king of Babylon, so now by the Romans? And was there ever 
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a passage more pertinently transferred from an event past, to 
another future? But after all, the passage, as applied by our 
Saviour, refers to a particular species of his discourses ; not as 
hardening the heart, but as wrapping up his meaning in parables, 
to prevent their being the mean of the hardening of it the more. 
Not far before, there stands recorded his admirable sermon on 
the mount ; delivered to the people generally who were “ as- 
tonished at his doctrine.” That sermon, relative to the ordinary 
discipline of the mind and government of the life, is expressed 
in language void of figure and concealment of every kind. 
But when he delivered what was peculiarly intended of his 
kingdom, that is of his Church, it was designed peculiarly for 
his Apostles ; to whom it was “ given to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God.” It is not said, that those myste- 
ries were withheld from the people lest they should convert 
and be healed:” to give this construction, would be to connect 
two subjects, without regard to what occurs intermediately. 
No; it is “ because they seeing see not and hearing they do not 
understand :” that is, they would not [speaking of them na- 
tionally] admit the intelligence which might be communicated 
to them, of the ensuing spiritual kingdom. Then follows the 
quotation from the prophecy of Isaiah, which is merely said to 
be fulfilled: that is, as in Isaiah’s time, so now, the nation was 
waxing ripe for destruction ; and could not be reclaimed, but 
might be made worse, by an indiscriminate disclosure of truths, 
concerning the future establishment and prodigious increase of 
the Church. There have been noticed the several passages of 
the New Testament, in which the passage from Isaiah is quoted. 
In no one of these places, except in St. John, is the act of hard- 
ening apparently affirmed of the divine Being. And even in 
St. John, the words will be divested of a signification so harsh, 
if we construe the original word, on the supposition of its being 
used impersonally ; which is frequent in the Greek language. 
Under such a translation the passage would be relieved from 
a sentiment not found either in that of which it is confessedly a 
quotation, or in the quotations by the three other Evangelists; 
( To be continued. ) 
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The Creed in a Devotional Form. 


{From Bishop Kenn’s Exposition of the Church Catechism. } 


T believe. 


My Lord and my God, with a full, free. and firm 
assent, I believe all the articles of my Creed, because 
thou hast revealed them; I know thou art infallible truth 
and canst not;* thou art infinite love,’ and wilt not de- 
ceive me: Glory be to thee. 

With all my heart, O my God, do I love and praise 
thee, who art so infinitely amiable in thyself, and so 
full of love to us, that all I can know, or believe of thee, 
excites me to love thee. 

Lord, daily increase my faith; make it active and 
fruitful,‘ that I may believe and love thee as entirely as 
becomes one entirely devoted to thee. 

In God. 

I believe, O my God, that thou art One, and that 
there is no other God besides thee ;* thou art that One in- 
finite and independent Being, that One only true God, 
whom all men, and all angels, are to adore: All glory 
be to thee. 

O Lord God, help me to love and to praise thee with 
God-like affections, and a suitable devotion. 

I believe, O my God, that in the unity of thy God- 
head there is a ‘Trinity of persons.‘ I believe in thee, O 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in whose name I was 
baptized,* to whose service I am religiously devoted: 
All glory be to thee. 

I believe, I admire, I love, I praise, I adore thee, O 
most blessed and glorious Trinity, God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, for being the 
joint authors of our salvation: All glory be to thee. 


a Deut. xxxii.4. Heb. vi.18. » Psalmxxv.8. ¢ Jamesii.20. 4 Deut. iv. 35. 
¢ Isaiah xliv. 6, xlv. 5, 6. f Matt. iii. 17, xxviii. 19. a 1 John v. 7. 
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| 

O sacred, and dreadful, and¢ mysterious Trinity, 
though I cannot conceive thee, yet let me daily experi- 
me:.t thy goodness; Let thy grace, O Lord Jesus ; let 
thy love, O God the Father ;® let thy communications, 
O Holy Spirit, be ever with me. 

The Father. 

I believe, and love, and praise thee, O my God, the 
first Person in the most adorable Trinity; the fountiin 
of the Godhead; the eternal Father of thy coeternal 
Son,' Jesus my Saviour. 

Glory be to thee, O God the Father, for so loving the 
world, as to give thy only begotten Son to redeem us. 

Glory be to thee, O heavenly Father, for first loving 
us, and giving the dearest thing thou hadst for us: O 
help me to love again, and to think nothing too dear for 
thee. 
Almighty. 

I believe, O my God, that thou art a Spirit,’ most 
pure and holy,” and infinite in all perfections,” in power,® 
and knowledge,’ and goodness ;° that thou art eternal,‘ 
immutable,‘ and omnipresent :' All love, all glory be to 
thee. | 

I believe, O Lord, that thou art most wise" and just,” 
most happy” and glorious,” and all-sufficient;” most gra- 
cious, and merciful, and tender, and benign, and liberal, 
and beneficent :* All love, all glory be to thee. 

I believe thy divine nature, O my God, to be in all 
respects amiable, to be amiableness in itself, to be love* 
itself; and therefore I love, I admire, I praise, and I 
adore thee. 

Thou, Lord, art my hope, my trust, my life, my joy, 
my glory, my God, my all. 

: Maker of Heaven and Earth. 

Fbelieve, that thou, O Father Almighty, didst create 
h 2Cor. xiii. 14. i John i. 18, v. 18. k John iii. 16. 1 John iv. 23, 24. 
mi Pet. i, 16. n Psalm exiv. 3. © Psalm exv. 3. P Isaiah xt. 28. 
q Mat. xix. 17. r Psalm xe. 2. s James i. 17. t Psalm exxxix. 1, Xe. 


u Psalm exivii. 5.. ¥Rom.ii.6. w Psalmxvi. U., * 1 Tim. vi. 16. y 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
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cs 

FA 
Bare 
oe. 

od 
Bae 
ot ¥ 

| is 
*h 
Ne 
en 

By 
bY, * 4 
4 
ae 
nag 
am 
oe 

r 

%, 





The Creed in a devotional Form. 123 


heaven and earth, the whole world, and all things in it, 
visible and invisible, out of nothing, and by thy word 
only :> All glory be to thee. 

I believe, O thou great Creator, ‘that thy divine love 
made thee communicate being to thy creatures; that 
thou lovest all things, and hatest nothing thou hast made: 
Glory be to thee. 

I believe, O God, that thou art the sole Lord and’ pro- 
prietor of all things thou has made ;* that all things do 
necessarily depend on thee; that it is in thee only we 
live, and move, and have our being:* All love, all glory 
be to thee. 

I believe, O thou communicative goodness, that thou 
dost preserve, and sustain, and protect, and bless all 
things thou hast made, suitably to the natures thou hast 
given them:* All love, all glory be to thee. 

I believe, O mighty wisdom, that thou dost most 
sweetly order, and govern, and dispose all: things;f even 
the most minute ;? even the very sins of men," to con- 
spire in thy glory: O do thou conduet my whole life, 
steer every motion of my soul, towards the great end of 
our creation, to love and to glorify thee. 

I believe, O Lord, that thy love was more illustrious 
in the creation of man, than in all the rest of the visible 
world; thou wert pleased to make him in thy own image, 
and after thy own divine likeness: All love, all glory 
be to thee. 

Thou, Lord, didst make man for thyself, and all 
things visible for man; thou designedst all creatures for 
his use,* and didst subject them to his dominion; the very 
angels thou didst charge’ to keep him in all his ways: 

All love, all glory be to thee. 

Thy works, O Lord, are wonderful and amiable." I 
love, and admire, and praise thy universal providence 


b Gen. i. 1. Heb. xi. 3. Psalm xxxiii. 6. c Deut. x. 14. Psalm Ixxxix. 11. 
4d Acts xvii. 28. e Psalm exlv. f-Psalm civ. 24.  g Mat. vi. 26, 28. x. 30. 
h Gen. 1%. iGen.i.26. & Psalmviii. | Psalmxci.11.  ™ Psalm exi.2, 3,4. 
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over the whole world; the perpetual flux of thy goodness 
on every creature: All glory be to thee. 

I love and praise thee, O my God, for all the particu- 
lar vouchsafements of thy love to me," for all thy deliver- 
ances and blessings, either to my body or to my soul, 
known or unknown ;° for all that I do not remember, or 
did not consider: All love, all glory be to thee. 

The longer I live, O my God, the more reason 1 have 
‘to love thee, because every day supplies me with fresh 
experiments and new motives of thy manifold love to 
me; and therefore all love, all glory be to thee. 

And in Jesus. 

I believe in thee, O Jesus, and I rejoice in that dear 
name, which is so full and expressive of thy love. 

Thou art Jesus our Saviour, because thou camest into 
the world on purpose to save us from our sins :° All love, 
all glory be to thee. 

O be thou ever Jesus to me; O let me feel the kind 
force of that sweet name, in which I and all sinners do 
read our danger, and our deliverance, our guilt, and our 
salvation. 

O most benign Jesu! he well deserves to be accursed, 
that does not love thee: Who, Lord, can ever hope to 
share in thy salvation, who does not love thee his Sa- 
viour ? 

Christ. 

I believe, O merciful Jesus, that thou art Christ the 
true Messias," the anointed of the Lord, the promised 
seed, which was to bruise the serpent’s head,’ long ex- 
pected by the Fathers,' foretold by the prophets," repre- 
sented by types,” which were all fulfilled in thee, O thou 
the desire of all nations :* Ali love, all glory be to thee. 

I believe, that thou, O Jesus, wert anointed with the 
Holy Spirit,* that all his gifts and graces were poured 
out, and diffused like a sweet ointment on thy soul, 


n Psalm Ixviii. 19. © Psalm ciii. p Mat. i. 21. q 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
r Johni. 41. Dan. ix. 26. s Gen. iii. 15. t Luke ii. 25. u Acts x. 45. 
° Col. ii. 17. w Hag. ii. 7. x Acts x. 58: Heb. i. 9. 
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without measure ;’ thou art altogether lovely, O Christ, 
and of thy fulness we all receive :* All love, all glory 
be to thee. 

I believe, O thou anointed of God, that as kings,’ and 
priests,” and prophets,° were heretofore anointed with 
material oil; so by thy heavenly anointing“ thou wast con- 
secrated to be our prophet, our king, and our ‘priest, 
and in all those three offices, to manifest thy love to us; 
and therefore, all love, all glory be to thee. 

Glory be to thee, O Christ, our prophet,* who didst 
teach, and reveal, and interpret thy Father’s will, and 
all saving truth, to the world. 

Glory be to thee, O Christ, our king,’ who dost give 
laws to thy people, dost govern and protect us, and hast 
subdued all our ghostly enemies. 

‘Glory be to thee, O Christ, our priest, who dost bless 
us, who didst offer thyself a sacrifice," and dost still 
make intercession for us.' 

Our redemption, our illumination, our support, is 
wholly from thy love, O thou anointed of God: All love, 
all glory be to thee. 

His only Son. 

I believe, that thou, O most adorable Jesus, art the 
Son of God by ineffable generation ;* thou didst from 
eternity derive thy Godhead from the Father; thou art 
the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person:' All love, all giory be to thee. 

Thou, O blessed Jesu, art the on/y Son of God, the 
only begotten Son, full of vrace and truth ;™ thou art the 
only beloved Son, in whom thy Father is well pleased ; 
*tis only in thee, and for thee, that sinners have hope; 
and therefore, all love, all glory be to thee. 

Thou art egual* to thy Father, O Jesu, in amiable- 
ness and in love to us, and art equally to be loved by us; 


y John iii. 34. z John i. 16. a1 Sam. xv. 1. b Lev. iv 3, 5, 16, 
© 1 Kings xix. 16. 4 Matt. iii. 16.  ¢ John iv. 25. Acts vii. 37. Luke iv. 18. 
f Luke 1. 33, 69, 71. g Acts iii. 26. h Isa. iii. 10. Eph. v.2. Heb. ix, 14. 
i Rom. viii. 34. Heb. vii.25. k Heb. i. 5. Iss. li. 8. Johni. 1. 1 Heb. i. 3. 
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and therefore, all love and praise be to the Father that 
eternally begat,’ and to the Son eternally begotten, 
Our Lord. 

I believe, O thou eternal Son of the Father, that thou 
art the great’ and true God,’ Jehovah our rizhteousness,' 
God above all blessed for ever,’ and mizhty to save:' All 
love, all glory be to thee. 

I believe, O Lord Jesus, that thou didst make," and 
dost sustain all things by thy power,’ and that thou art 
to be honoured by men, and by Angels, as thy Father is 
honoured :* All love, all glory be to thee. 

I believe, O thou King of kings, and Lord of lords,* 
that thou art the Lord, and the Author of the new crea- 
tion,” as well as of the old; that thou art more peculiarly 
Lord of us sinners by purchase.” O that I, and all that 
own thy dominion, may for ever love, and revere, and 
obey,’ so powerful and gracious a Lord! 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost. 
_ I believe, O most condescending Majesty, that when 
thou didst stoop so low as to assume our frail nature, 
the holy Ghost came on thy sacred mother, and that the 
power of the highest did overshadow her :* All love, all 
glory be to thee. 
Born of the Virgin Mary. 

I believe, O most adorable humility, that thou wast 
at last born into the world ;° that thou having only God 
for thy Father, and Mary a pure virgin, for thy mother, 
whom all generations do call blessed,‘ both thy concep- 
tion and birth were perfectly immaculate; that being 
without sin thyself, thou mightest be a fit sacrifice to* 
atone for us sinners, who being born of unclean parents, 
were all by nature unclean ;‘ and therefore, all love, all 
glory be to thee, O immaculate Lamb of God, who tak- 
est away the sins of the world. 


o1Johnyv.1. p Tit. it. 13. G1 John v. 20. © Jer. xxiii.6. +s Rom. ix. 6. 
t Isa. Ixiii. 1. u Johni.3. v Heb. i, 3,10. wHeb.i. 6. Phil. ii. 10. John v, 23. 
x Rev. xix. 16. y Eph. i. 21, 22. ii. 10. z 1 Cor. vi. 20. a Luke vi. 46. 
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I believe, O blessed Saviour, that the two natures of 
God and of man, were in thee so mysteriously united, 
without either change or confusion, that they made in 
thee but one person, but one JZediator," one Lord: Thou, 
O eternal Word, didst become flesh, and didst dwell 
among us,“ on purpose to save us; and Retepey, all 
love, all glory be to thee. 

Suffered. 

I believe, O adorable love, that thy whole life was 
made up of sufferings, and that for sinful men, and in 
particular for me: O let me never cease to adore and 
love thee. 

It was for us sinners, O tenderest love, that in thy 
very infancy thou wast circumcised,’ and designed by 
Herod for slaughter, and forced to fly into Egypt; and 
therefore I praise and love thee. 

It was for us sinners, that thou, O afflicted love, wert 
all thy life long, @ man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; that thou wast prosecuted and reviled, despised 
and rejected, and hearedst not where to lay thy head;° and 
therefore I am bound to praise and love thee. 

It was for us sinners, that thou, O compassionate love, 
when thou tookest on thee our nature, wast touched with 
a feeling of our infirmities, and wast in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin,’ that thou mightest the 
more affectionately pity the weak, and succour the 
tempted; and therefore I praise and love thee. 

It was for us sinners, that thou, O beneficent love, 
didst go about doing good, preaching repentance, pub- 
lishing the glad tidings of salvation,’ sending thy disci- 
ples,‘ confirming thy heavenly doctrine by many glorious 
miracles,‘ and illustrating it by a God-like example; all 
thy life is full of attractives of sweetest love and pity to 
us sinners; which" kindly and forcibly constrain us to 
praise and love thee. 

hiTim ii. 5. iEph.iv.5. kJohni. 14 ILuke ii. @1. Mat. ii. 13, 16. 
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O most exuberant love, how amiable are all thy graces! 
O fill my heart with thy love, and transform me into thy 
likeness,” that I may all my life long imitate thy perfect 
obedience, unspotted holiness, unchangeable resolution, 
universal charity, uninterrupted devotion, contempt of 
the world, heavenly-mindedness, gracious condescen- 
sion, ardent zeal for thy Father’s glory, and unbounded 
love, and that for the sake of that dearest love, which 
inclined thee to become incarnate for me. 

Under Pontius Pilate. 

I believe, O my Lord, and my God, that though thou 
didst suffer all thy life long; yet thy greatest sufferings 
were under the Roman governor of Judea, Pontius Pi- 
late; 1 believe all those mighty sufferings; but am as 
little able to express the greatness of them, as I um the 
greatness of thy love, which moved thee to suffer: All 
I c.n do is to love and to praise thee. 

How great were thy sufferings, O Saviour of the 
world! when the very apprehension of them made thy 
soul very heavy, exceeding sorrowful, even to death; 
mide thee offer up prayers, with strong crying and tears; 
that if it were thy Lather’s will, the cup might pass from 
thee; threw thee into an agony and bloody sweat ;" inso- 
much that there was an ange/ sent from heaven on pur- 
pose to strengthen thee. O thou agonizing love! impress 
on my heart so tender a sense of thy sufferings for me, 
that I may agonize with thee, that I may feel all thy sor- 
rows, that though I cannot sweat blood like thee, I may 
dissolve into tears for thee, that I may love and suffer 
with thee throughout every part of thy passion. 

O suffering Jesus, when my meditations follow thee 
from the garden to Mount Calvary, I grieve, and I love, 
all the way. 

I grieve, and I love, when I see thee, O incarnate 
God, who couldst command more than twelve legions 
of angels for thy rescue; out of love to sinners, and in 


v Rom viii. 29. Phil. ii. 5. wHeb. v.7. Mat. xxvi. 38. Luke xxii. 43, 44. 
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particular to me, one of the vilest of all that number, 
humbling thyself to be apprehended, and bound by the 
rude soldiers as a malefactor.” 

I grieve, and I love, when I see thee, O gracious 
Lord, for my sake, betrayed by the treacherous kiss of 
Judas,’ denied by Peter, and forsaken of all thy disci- 
ples. 

I grieve, and I love, when I see thee, O spotless in- 
nocence, out of love to me, dragged to Annas,’ and 
Caiaphas,* the High-Priest; when I see thee accused by 
false witnesses, arraigned and condemned. 

I grieye, and I love, when I see thee, O Divine Ma- 
jesty, out of love to me, spit upon, and blindfolded, 
and buffeted, and mocked,° sent to Pilate, an infidel 
judge,° then to wicked Herod,‘ who with his men of war 
set thee at naught, arrayed thee in a white robe of mock- 
ery, and sent thee again to Pilate. 

I grieve, and I iove, O injured goodness, when I see 
thee, though declared innocent by the very traitor Judas, 
who out of horror for his crime, went and hanged him- 
self; though declared innocent by Pilate himself, the 
judge to whom thine enemies appealed, yet worried to 
death by the clamours of the rabble, that cried out, cru- 
cify, crucify ; when I see Barabdas, a traitor and a mur- 
derer, preferred before thee.‘ - 

I grieve, and I love, when I see thee, O lover of souls, 
for my sake, most unjustly given up into the hands of 
infidel soldiers, to be stript naked, and tied to a pillar, 
and scourged;‘ to see the plowers plowing on thy back, 
and making long furrows. 

I grieve, and [ love, O King of heaven, when I see 
thee, out of love to me, humbling thyself to be arrayed 
in purple, with a reed in thy hand ;* when I see thee 
crowned with thorns, to multiply thy torments; when I 


x Mat. xxvi. 47, 55,57. John xviii.4. y Mat. xxvi. 49, 56.70. 2 John xviii, 19. 
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see thee mocked by barbarous wretches, with their 
bended knee, and with Hai/, King of the Jews. 

I grieve, and I love, when I see thee, O Lord God, 
whom the angels worship, spit upon again, and buffeted," 
and for my sake made the extreme scorn, and contempt, 
and sport, of thy insolent arid insulting enemies; and 
though still declared innocent by Piate,' yet surrendered 
to the unrelenting cruelty of the multitude to be cruci- 


My Lord, my-God, my Saviour, with all my heart, 
I love and adore thy infinite love and benignity to sin- 
ners: With all my heart, I lament and detest the hatred 
and outrage of sinners to thee. 

Was crucified. 

I grieve, and I love, O sorrowful Jesus, when I see 
thee, for my sake, oppressed with the weight of thy own 
cross," till thy tender body, quite spent with sufferings, 
sank under it. 

I grieve, and I love, O thou great martyr of love, 


‘ when, for my sake, I see thy virgin body stript, naked, 


thy hands and thy feet nailed to the cross; when I see 
thee crucified between two thieves," and numbered with 
the transgressors ; when I see gall given thee to eat, and 
vinegar to drink.” 

I grieve, and I love, when I see thee, O incarnate 
Deity, hanging on the cross, and for my sake, by thy 
own people, in the height of thy anguish, derided, re- 
proached and blasphemed, with wagging their heads, 
mocked by the soldiers, and by the impenitent thief. 

_ I grieve, and I love, when I see thee, O God, blessed 
for evermore, O fountain of all blessing, hang bleeding 
on the cross, and made a curse for me. How does my 
indignation swell against the injustice, and ingratitude, 
and inhumanity of the Jews, who could thus cruelly treat 
so unreproachable an innocence, so amiable a charity, 
so compassionate a Saviour! 


h Mark xv. 19. i Mat. xxvii. 24, 26. k John xix. 17. 1 Mat. XXVii, 38. 
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Alas! alas! it was the sinner, O love incarnate, rather 
than the Jew, that betrayed, and derided, and _blas- 
phemed, and tortured, and crucified thee; the sins of 
lapsed mankind,’ and particularly my sins, they were 
thy tormentors; and therefore, from my heart, I bewail, 
detest and abjure them. 

My Lord, and my God, instil penitential love into my 
soul, that I may grieve for my sins, which grieved thee; 
that I may love thee for suffering for us sinners, who oc-_ 
casioned all thy griefs; O may I always love thee, O 
may I never grieve thee more! 

| | Dead, 

I grieve, and I love, O biessed Lord, when I see thee 
on the cross, quite spent with pain and anguish, when | 
see thee in thy dying pangs, commending thy spirit into 
the hands of thy heavenly Father,’ bowing thy head,’ and 
giving up the ghost. Thou, O Lord of life, didst for 
us sinners humble thyself to death, even to the death of: 
the cross, a death of utmost shame and ignominy, and 
of torment insupportable: All love, all glory be to thee. 

Was ever any sorrow, O crucified Lord, like that 
sorrow my sins created thee! 

Was ever any love, O outraged mercy, like that love 
thou didst show in dying for sinners! 

All the frame of nature, O dying Saviour, fell into 
convulsions at the crucifixion of their great Creator; the 
sun was darkened,‘ the veil of the temple was rent from 
the top to the bottom, the earth quaked, the rocks clave 
asunder, the bodies of dead saints rose out of their graves, 
insomuch that the centurion and infidel soldiers ac- 
knowledged thee to be the Son of God; thou wast lovely, 
and glorious, and adorable, in thy lowest humiliation: 
All love, all praise be to thee. 

Thy bodily sufferings, O Almighty love, were intole- 
rable, but yet thy inward were far greater. 

I grieve, I love, when I hear thee on the cross, cry- 
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ing out, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
Ah sinful wretch that Iam! how infinite and unconceiv- 
able were the inward dolours and agonies thou didst un- 
dergo for us-sinners, when thou didst tread the wine- 
press of thy Father’s wrath alone,” when it pleased thy 
own most beloved Father to bruise thee, and to put thee 
to grief, when the iniguities of the whole world were laid 
on thee,” and my numerous sins increased thy load, and 
heightened thy torment, when thy own Deity withdrew 
all consolation from thee, when God, offended by our 
sins, did affict thee in the day of his fierce anger.* No 
sufferings, no love was ever like unto thine for me; 
no grief, no love, but my own, should exceed mine for 
thec. 

For whom, O unutterable goodness, didst thou suffer 
the extreme bitterness of sorrow, but for the vilest of all 
thy creatures, sinful man, and for me, one of the worst 
of sinners? And therefore I praise and love thee. 

For what end didst thou suffer, O most ardent charity, 
but to save sinners from all things that were destructive, 
the curse of the law,’ the terrors of death,* the tyranny 
of sin,* the power of darkness, and torments eternal,° 
to purchase for us all things conducible to our happiness,‘ 
pardon and grace, consolation and acceptance, and the 
everlasting joys and glories of the kingdom of heaven ? 
And therefore I praise and love thee. 

Out of what motive didst thou suffer, O boundless 
benignity, but out of thy own preventing love,’ free 
mercy, and pure compassion? And therefore I praise 
and love thee. 

When no other sacrifice could atone thy Father’s an- 
ger, O thou the beloved Son of God, and reconcile di- 
vine justice and mercy together, but the sacrifice of God 
incarnate, who, as man, was to die,° and to suffer in.our 
stead; as God, was to merit and make satisfaction for 

u Mat. xxvii. 46. v Isa. Ixiii. 3. w Isa. liii. 6, 10. x Lam. i. 12. 
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our sins; ’twas then that thou, O God the Son, didst 
become man, the very meanest of men, didst take upon 
thee the form of a servant,‘ and didst on the cross show 
us the mystery and the miracle of love, God crucified for 
sinners, and sinners redeemed by the blood of God.® 

O thou propitious wonder, God incarnate on the cross, 
by what names shall I adore thee? All are too short, 
too scanty, to express thee; love only, nothing but love, 
will reach thee ; thou art love !* 

By the love of thy cross, O Jesu, I /ve ;' in that I will 
only glory, that above all things will I study,* that before 
all things will I value;' by the love of thy cross I will 
take up my cross daily," and follow thee; I will perse- 
cute, and torment, and crucify,” my sinful affections and 
lusts, which persecuted, tormented and crucified thee ; 
and if thy love calls me to it, I will suffer on the cross 
for thee, as thou hast done for me.° 

How illustrious and amiable were thy graces amidst 
all thy sufferings, O thou afflicted Jesu! I admire, and I 
love, thy profound humility, unwearied patience, lamb- 
like meekness, immaculate innocence, invincible cou- 
rage, absolute resignation, compassionate love of souls, 


~ and perfect charity to thy enemies. O my love, I can- 


not love thee, but I must desire, above all things, to be 
like my beloved: O give me grace to tread in thy steps,” 
and conform me to thy divine image, that the more I 
grow like thee, the more I may love thee, and the more 
I may be loved by thee. 

And buried. He descended into hell. 

I believe, O crucified Lord, that thou wast really dead, 
and that there was a separation of thy body and soul: 
That thy side was mortally wounded, and pierced with a 
spear on the cross,? and thy sacred body was buried,’ to 
assure us of thy death: All love, all glory be to thee. 

I believe, O pierced, O wounded Jesus, that thy soul, 


f Phil. ii. 7. g Acts xx. 28. bh 1 John iv. 8. i Gal. ii. 20. vi. 14. 
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® Acts xxi. 13. rp 1 Pet. ii. 21. q John xix. 34. r Mat. xxvii. 57, 60: 


VoL. 7. 18 

















134 The Creed in a devotional Form. 


in the state of separation, did descend into hell,’ to van- 
quish death, and all the spirits of darkness, in their own 
dominions; and therefore I adore and love thee. 

Glory be to thee, O thou great champion of love, who 
didst for our sakes singly encounter all our ghostly ene- 
mies, who didst thyself taste of death,‘ that thou mightest 
take away the sting of death,’ who didst wrestle with 
principalities and powers,” and all the force of hell, that 
we might share in thy victory; for which wonderful sal- 
vation I will always praise and love thee. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

I believe, O almighty love, that according to the types 
and prophecies which went before of thee,” and accord. 
ing to thy own infallible predictions, thou didst, by 
thy own power,* rise from the dead the third day: All 
love, all glory be to thee. 

Glory be to thee, who didst lie so long in the grave to 
undergo the full condition of the dead, and to convince 
all the world thou wert dead; and didst rise so soon, that 
thou mightest not see corruption,’ or retard our joy :” All 
love, all glory be to thee. 


s Eph. iv. 9. t Heb. ii. 9. u 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. v Col. ii. 15. 
w Luke xxiv. 26, 37. Mat. xii. 40. * Johnii. 19. y Actsii. 31. z John xvi. 22. 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Zion’s Pilgrim. By Robert Hawker, D. D. Vicar of Charles, 
Plymouth, &c. First American, from the seventh London 
edition.. 18mo, pp. 200. New-York. Williams & Whiting. 
1810. 


PF UNYAN’S “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” for the ingenuity of the 
story, its interesting incidents, the variety and consistency of its 
characters, the simplicity of its style, and its religious and mo- 
ral tendency, ranks high as a work of genius and piety. To 
merit as a work of genius, “* Zion’s Pilgrim” can lay no claim. 
It is entirely barren of interesting incidents; its characters are 
feebly drawn; and its style, devoid of the sprightliness of Bun- 
yan, is tame and insipid. Our chief objection, however, lies 
against its tendency as a religious performance. The-hue of 
Calvinism occasionally disfigures the ‘* Pilgrim’s Progress ;” 
but “ Zion’s Pilgrim” is discoloured by the deepest shades of 
this gloomy system. 

Of the principles which Calvinism holds in common with the 
orthodox faith, we profess ourselves as tenacious as its most 
ardent votaries. Woe be to us, if we should glory in any thing 
but the cross of Christ; if we should strip the Saviour, who 
made atonement on it, of his divine honours; if we should pre- 
sent any hope of pardon, but his precious blood ; any means of 
deliverance from the bondage of sin, but his all-powerful grace. 
We reject only the heretical peculiarities of Calvinism: the 
unconditional election.of a portion of mankind to everlasting 
life ; the unconditional condemnation of others to everlasting 
misery ; and the total incapacity of man to resist or to comply 
with the grace of the Holy Spirit, which works irresistibly, and 
without the possibility of failure! Against these dangerous 
tenets, we declare warfare. We believe them dishonourable 
to God ; destructive of the very nature and obligations of vir- 
tue ; encouraging only to the presumptuous ; dispiriting to the 
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humble, and often sinking them in despair; and as injurious 
to the cause of real Christianity, as the efforts of its most vin- 
dictive opponents. 

While man is imperfect, there will be error. And error 
must be exposed; truth must be vindicated. Christians must be 
warned against tenets which would seduce them from the purity 
of the gospel ; and when enlightened in the “ faith,” they must 
‘“* contend earnestly” for it. In proportion to the assiduity with 
which error is propagated, the efforts of the friends of truth 
must rise in vigour. And of the assiduity exerted to propagate 
Calvinistic error, we have, among others, a striking proof, in 
the means employed to circulate “ Zion’s Pilgrim.” It was 
extolled publicly and privately as an exalted production; and 
was hawked about from house to house with matchless per- 
severance. We believe, indeed, that these means are part 
of a systematic plan of a bookselling house in this city, esta- 
blished to propagate Calvinism. Of this we make no com- 
plaint. We honour the principle of zeal, however we may 
deplore its application. We only make the observation in 
order to rouse the zeal of Churchmen and others, who consider 
Calvinism as heretical and dangerous ; and to put them on their 
guard against publications from that quarter. We deem it our 
duty to do so, because we know applications are made to them 


- to patronize Calvinistic works.* 


The person who styles himself “ Zion’s Pilgrim,” begins his 
story with the recital of his experience. Happily separated by 
God’s electing and sovereign grace, from the “* great mass of 
unawakened characters,” he “ pauses—in the moment of re- 
collection, to look back upon the whirlpool, in which for many 
years, he was hurried on by the unceasing current; unconscious 
of the PERILOUs situation.” Stop, my good pilgrim, thou hast 
dropt one unfortunate word. How was it possible that thy si- 
tuation could ever have been “ perilous?” Talk of the “ pe- 
rilous” situation of the e/ect ; of those whom God hath decreed 

-from all eternity to bring to everlasting life! My good pilgrim! 
thou hast undesignedly impeached the power and the faithful- 
ness of that God, who, in bestowing upon thee his converting 


* The same means are employed to obtrude upon Church people Scott’s Fa 
mily Bible, another Calvinistic work. 





a Sash ala nt gga my bt pene =: 
ey Wee ae “ 
% FSi 5! 
patton, 5 


ay 





Review of Zion’s Pilgrim. 137 


grace, has assured thee, that thou art one of the elect ; and that 
therefore he is pledged to bring thee by his sovereign power to 
everlasting life! Will God forsake his elect? Will he not per- 
form his promises to them? How could thy situation have ever 
been perilous ? , 

One of the weeds that. first springs up in a Calvinistic soil, 
and flourishes with the rankest luxuriance, is pride—a pride 
which shows its boastings in. the very professions of humility. 
The e/ect are distinguished by the peculiar favour of the Most 
High. Their salvation occupied the eternal counsels of the 
Godhead. The Son of God assumed human nature, suffered, 
died, rose again, intercedes at the right of his Father, sends 
forth his Holy Spirit, prepares mansions of glory for them ; and 
for them alone. The heart of that man must be differently con- 
stituted from those of the rest of our fallen race, who can be- 
lieve that he is one of these e/ect, and at the same time keep 
down in his bosom the emotions of spiritual pride. Whatever 
may be the case with others, most certainly our“ pilgrim” was 
not successful in his struggles with this powerful foe. For we 
find him commencing the recital of his pilgrimage, with thank- 
ing God for his electing grace—that he was distinguished from 
the “* great mass of unawakened characters”—that he was res- 
cued from the tide in which “ thousands,” “ the unthinking 
throng,” whom he beholds with “ pity,” are “ still ingulphed”— 
(and observe, it is the decree of God which places them in this 
whirlpool, and as they are not of the elect, withholds ftom 
them the strength to resist its overwhelming tide!) and in the 
exuberance of thankfulness, he does not hesitate to apply to 
himself the language with which the Son of God addressed his 
Almighty Father—* Lord how is it that thou hast manifested 
thyself unto me, and not unto the world! !”* And all this, we 
non-elected worldlings, strangers to the power of Godliness, 
to the abasing efficacy of sovereign grace in the heart, must 
doubtless consider as the very essence of humility ! 

(To be continued. ) 
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kor the Churchman’s Magazine. 


A Full-Length Portrait of Calvinism. By an Old-Fashioned 
Churchman. The second edition, with Additions and Cor- 
rections. 12mo. pp. 55. New-York. T.& J. Swords. 1809. 


In the venerable Jones of Navland, Socinianism found an able 
antagonist. His tract entitled “ A small whole-length of Dr. 
Priestley,” contributed in a very considerable degree to open 
the eyes of the people of England, to the dangerous principles 
of that writer. From this performance, we presume, the hint 
was taken of styling an exposure of the disgusting features of 
another spurious offspring of Christianity, “ A full-length Por- 
trait of Calvinism.” And this work is executed with an ability 
that would not have disgraced the vigorous pencil which sketched 
the “ small whole-length of Dr. Priestlev.” Indeed we have of- 
ten thought that the author of the tract before us, in originality of 
thought and illustration, in strength of reasoning, and in con- 
cise vigour of style, disdainful often of inferior ornaments, will 
bear to be compared with the Rev. Wm. Jones. Certain we 
are, that in zeal for the cause of truth, in devotion to the 
Church, and in exertions for her defence, this writer was not 
exceeded by the revered Jones of Nayland, who is now, re- 
ceiving the reward of his zealous labours, in the paradise of 
God. 

We postpone to a future number a particular examination of 
this performance ; and in the mean time, call the attention of 
our readers to the following contrast between the Orthodox 
faith and Calvinism. 


** T have now brought within a moderate compass, what ap- 
pears to me abundant evidence, that the Ca/vinistic doctrines of 
election, reprobation, irresistible grace and final perseverance, 
are not the doctrinces of the Gospel; but that, on the contrary, 
the redemption by Christ is universal in the intention of the 
Father of Mercies ; and that no human being will ever perish, 
in consequence of a divine decree of reprobation, but that all 
may come to the knowledge of the truth, and be saved. 

** And what an amiable view of the divine nature does the 
doctrine of general redemption give us! It exhibits the Al- 
mighty Creator as providing abundant means of happiness for 
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his weak and guilty creatures ; as urging, as beseeching them 
to use those means; as bearing with their provocations, and 
forgiving their iniquities ; as inclining their minds by his gra- 
cious allainte, in a way consistent with their moral agency, to 
believe what_he has revealed, and to do what he has com- 
manded ; and as never rejecting them, till they have first re- 
jected him. Thus, man’s salvation is of God’s goodness and 
mercy, while his damnation is of his own perverseness and 
wii kedness. Thus, God can with truth say, ‘ What could have 
been done more tomy vineyard, that I have not done in it” 
Nothing consistently with God’s justice, and man’s free agency. 
‘“* On the other hand, Calvinism represents God as decreeing 
the damnation of the reprobates, when at the same time he as- 
sures them that he is not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to the knowledge of the truth. It represents 
him as decreeing the misery of the greater part of his creatures, 
when, at the same time, he is exhorting them to turn from 
their iniquities, that they may not be their ruin. It represents 
him as intending the death of Christ for only a small part of 
the human race, when, at the same time, his holy word posi- 
tively declares, that the free gift (of a Saviour) is co-extensive 
with the effect of Adam’s transgression. Calvinism declares 
that every thing in this world, and every crime committed by 
man, is in consequence of a divine decree, and this in direct 
opposition to the scripture, which represents God as expressin 
his utmost abhorrence of sin. The scripture represents God 
as addressing men as free and moral agents, when, at the same 
time, they have no power of determining their own actions, 
but are irresistibly impelled to act as they do, by an overruling 
decree, which leaves no room for freedom of choice. In short, 
Calvinism represents the Almighty as condemning men. for 
what they could not avoid, as commanding them to do what is 
both morally and physically impossible; and while the scriptures 
are exhorting men to make their calling and election sure, ac- 
cording to Calvin, God decreed from eternity, that no efforts, 
no repentance, no tears of contrition, no supplication to the 
throne of mercy, shall ever avail. What should we think of 
an earthly monarch who would treat his subjects in this man- 
ner? We should certainly think, that the Almighty would 
make him a dreadful example of his vengeance.” 
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On hearing a Lady sing the well known Song of “ For the Son 
of Alknomak shall scorn to complain.” 


SONG OF THE DYING MARTYR. 


[From the Gentleman’s Magazine for July, 1809. } 


My eyes close in night, and I draw my last breath, 
But courage is left to support me in death, 

To cheer me with comforts, e’en though danger is near, 
For no servant of Jesus can ever know fear! 


In the height of all suffering my voice will I raise ; 
I will sing of his glory! will sing in his praise ! 
Then increase ev’ry fire, or sharpen each spear, 
Still the servant of Jesus can never know fear ! 


Though my body may tremble, my mind is at rest, 
My soul soon shall fly to the home of the bless’d ; 
Then inflict all your torments, prolong ev’ry pain, 
But the servant of Jesus will never complain! 


I shall go to the place where my Saviour is gone, 
And my God will accept of true faith in his Son : 
In my hope then, behold, all your efforts how vain, 
That a servant of Jesus should ever complain! Z. A. 





On Thursday, March 22, 1810, Zion Church, in Mott-street, 
New-York, was consecrated to the service of Almighty God, 
according to the rites and ceremonies of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. The consecration service was performed by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Moore, assisted by several of his Clergy. 
Morning prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Lyell, and a ser- 
mon, suitable to the occasion, preached by the Rev. Mr. How. 





ERRATA IN THE LAST NUMBER. 

Page 50, line 2 of note, for “* Duncan Forbes, Esq.” read Alexander Fraser 
Tytler. Esq. 

Page 51, line 10 from bottom, for * pested”’ read pestered. 

The note at the hottom of page 57 should be at bottom of page 56, and the 

asterisk placed at the word “ another,” which ends the paragraph, line 10 from 


bottom. 








